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How the Mahad satyagraha(s) shaped
constitutional discourse

Mahad marks the birthplace of one of Indias first human rights movements initiated by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in 1927, challenging caste discrimination

and asserting Dalit rights. It also shaped the idea of India and the ethics of its Constitution

Nikhil Sanjay-Rekha Adsule

he Mahad tehsil, in
pre-Independent India, was a
part of the Bombay Province

and a significant economic
centre, providing labour to the industrial
sector of the Bombay Presidency. In
Mahad, imitation of caste norms led to
widespread acceptance of caste
discrimination, with high-caste
individuals treating Dalits with contempt.
Untouchability, a result of casteism,
represents systemic social exclusion that
reinforces the hierarchical nature of the

# caste system. In Mahad, the exclusion of

Dalits was evident in their denial of access
to drinking water from public tanks, such
as the Chavadar Tank.

Mahad was a key site for one of India’s
first rights movements, which paved the
way for human rights discourse and its
lessons absorbed in constitutional ethics.

Understanding the legacy

The movement for human rights and
water democracy started with a
resolution, passed in the Bombay
Legislative Council in August 1923,
initiated by S. K. Bole. It stated, “The
council recommends that the
untouchable classes be allowed to use all
public watering places in dharamshalas,
which are built and maintained out of
public funds administered by parties
appointed by the government or created
by statute, as well as public schools,
courts, offices, and dispensaries”.

This resolution challenged
Brahmanical dominance and prompted
social change efforts at Goregaon and
Dasgaon near Mahad. In 1926,
Ramchandra Chandorkar, a leader from
the Chambhar caste, jumped into a public
reservoir in Goregaon, which sparked
attacks on untouchables’ — Chambhars
and Mahars - properties by villagers. In
Dasgaon, the Mahar Samaj Seva Sangh,

which aimed to unite the depressed
classes for equality, saw Chandorkar, R. B.
More, Ramiji Potdar, and others drink
from a local lake and wells. Communist R.
B. More’s memoir highlights how the
region was eager to support Ambedkar’s
struggle for equity and equality, seeking
to restore the rights of untouchables.
Additionally, this region was renowned
for being the birthplace of activists like
Gopalbaba Walangkar, N. M. Joshi,
Sambhaji Gaikwad, and others. Thus,
Mahad was selected by Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar as the site of one of India’s first
human rights movements.

Mahad 1.0 and 2.0

Dr. Ambedkar and his anuyayis
(followers) conducted a satyagraha on
March 1920, 1927, by asserting the rights
of untouchables to drink water as per the
Bole Resolution of 1923. The anuyayis of
Ambedkar thronged to the event with
their meagre belongings, empty
stomachs, and lathis (traditionally carried
by Mahars, except those who came from
the then Bombay presidency) to assert
their rights. However, the satyagrahis
were denied water by the locals; hence,
water worth ¥40 had to be purchased
specifically for this purpose.

After the Mahad 1.0 satyagraha,
purification rituals were performed,
because Dr. Ambedkar and his anuyayis
had touched and consumed the water,
which aimed to reinforce the caste system
over human rights. Consequently, Dr.
Ambedkar planned the Second Mahad
conference for December 25 and 26, 1927.
Meanwhile, the courts issued a stay
restricting water access for outcastes,
claiming the Chavadar tank was privately
owned.

During this period, Dr. Ambedkar
launched his fortmightly publication,
Bahishkrut Bharat, which discussed
democratic truths and ideals while
emphasising human rights. He also

participated in the Ambabai Temple
satyagraha, initiated by Dr. Panjabrao
Deshmukh in November 1927, following
violent attacks on Dalits after the Mahad
incident, which led to the formation of
the Ambedkar Seva Dal for their
protection. Since the Chavadar Lake case
was still pending, Dr. Ambedkar decided
against launching a satyagraha after
consulting his followers. However, on
December 25, he burned the Manusmriti
following a resolution from Gangadhar
Sahasrabuddhe, Rajbhoj, and Thorat. In
Mahad 2.0, he specifically addressed
women, asserting that human rights
should include gender equality.

The Mahad revolution

Dr. Ambedkar stated that the Mahad 1.0
and Mahad 2.0 satyagrahas embodied the
zeitgeist of the French Revolution.

In Dr. Ambedkar’s speeches during the
Mahad satyagraha, he promotes an
enlightened ethos of dignity and
self-respect. In Mahad 2.0, Dr. Ambedkar
discusses the French National Assembly
of 1798. These two historical events,
which defined the two eras, Mahad 1.0
and 2.0, were instrumental in shaping the
idea of India and the ethics of its
Constitution.

However, the French Revolution, didm’t
encompass women in its idea of rights.
So, neither their National Assembly nor
further developments base their
substantive egalitarianism by including
the living bodies and souls of women. It
was Mary Wollstonecraft’s intervention
via her pamphlet “A Declaration of the
Rights of Woman and the Citizen” that
questioned the exclusion and the place of
women in the French Revolution.

Dr. Ambedkar, in his 1916 paper, had
proposed a novel gendered
understanding of caste(s), questioning the
approach of Indian sociologists to
understand the
making-remaking-unmaking of women to

grasp the issue of caste, as well as the
non-workability of the silos approach to
annihilate it. The end can be achieved
through gendered means only. The
speeches and actions at Mahad 1.0 have
the partnership of women and men,
irrespective of their gender, geography,
class, and caste(s). They gathered there as
the National Assembly to break free from
the imposed Brahmanical hegemony and
chart their own course, just as the Third
Estate did during their Tennis Court Oath
after being denied permission by King
Louis XVL In Mahad 2.0, although
preliminary, the resolution passed
appears to be influenced primarily
because it inflicts injustice on Shudras.
However, even an initial understanding of
dogmas, as well as the period of the
Manusmriti, suggests that it treated
women as Shudras. Contemporary
literary and historical texts provide ample
evidence to support this.

Dr. Ambedkar’s actions in Mahad 2.0,
especially the burning of the Manusmriti
and addressing the gathering of women,
try to foreground a new discourse on
human rights whose liberty, equality, and
fraternity principles are derived from
non-violent Buddhism.

Dr. Ambedkar introduced a new
concept of a gendered nation whose
enlightened nationalism was based not on
essentialism but on existentialism, rooted
in the body of the people and their
natural, legal human rights. Thus,
December 25 is also celebrated in India as
Indian Women’s Liberation Day. The only
essentialism it strives to seek is the
Manuski, based on Maitri, which is a true
democracy lived rather than a mere idea
of governmentality. This reflects the
foundations of constitutional morality
derived from the ethics learned during
the Mahad Satyagraha, institutionalised in
the Constitution of India.

Nikhil Sanjay-Rekha Adsule is a Senior
Research Scholar, IT-Delhi

How the Mahad satyagraha(s) shaped constitutional discourse

HETS TATIE! A Haurtre faast o) $4 R faan

The Mahad tehsil, in pre-Independent India, was a part of the Bombay Province and a
significant economic centre, providing labour to the industrial sector of the Bombay

Presidency.

UTep-Taad YR § AETS dedid ara uid &1 fewa ot ofk i Ifiswht & oienfiies & & s

3UA] B a1 Uh Hedqu! e o 2|

In Mahad, imitation of caste norms led to widespread acceptance of caste discrimination, with

high-caste individuals treating Dalits with contempt. o
AgTS § SIfa Ararstt &1 Fad A SMfaid NeHTd B AUS Wipid 4, S8l St oiifd & AN
gferdl & Iy R Ryl agR axd 3|

Untouchability, a result of casteism, represents systemic social exclusion that reinforces the

hierarchical nature of the caste system.
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In Mahad, the exclusion of Dalits was evident in their denial of access to drinking water from
publlc tanks such as the Chavadar Tank.

HeTS H ford! & SiTShR HT JHT0 I8 AT fh I8 BIAGR b ol WIdl-db ¢l § Ul o o
ClESRSCIEIRIRN

Mahad was a key site for one of India’s * rst rights movements, which paved the way for
human rights discourse and its lessons absorbed in constitutional ethics.

HETS HRd & YT SfUPTR stigtat o I T &1 dg oT, o AraniyeR fausf sik
Taure Afawar & fow ant yzra foan

Understanding the legacy

&I FHSAT

The movement for human rights and water democracy started with a resolution, passed in
the Bombay Legislative Council in August 1923, initiated by S. K. Bole.

3R oId AP H1 el SR 1923 H TH. F. 91 gRT L= fHT TU T yard
 3RY gal, S ar faem ufivwe & uiika ganmi
It stated, “The council recommends that the untouchable classes be allowed to use all
public watering places in dharamshalas, which are built and maintained out of public funds
administered by parties appointed by the government or created by statute, as well as public
schools, courts, o+ ces, and dispensaries”.

TRATd § 8T T, “URYE T8 SR Bt § 1o e avit ! eiRmanstt & it wrdsi-e sia-
e, S TR AT A HeTat gRT Tafed Ardwiee Y & Fffa ok wmfed € % -
1Y QeI fame, =amrerdl, il iR STt ST SUANT H B SIHfd gl 1"

This resolution challenged Brahmanical dominance and prompted social change e+ orts at
Goregaon and Dasgaon near Mahad.

Y U149 - STRIVIETS g 1 AT 31 3R HeTS & U RATia U9 RTid & Qrifors
gfac o Tl &1 Uikd fasar

In 1926, Ramchandra Chandorkar, a leader from the Chambhar caste, jumped into a public
reservoir in Goregaon, which sparked attacks on untouchables’ — Chambhars and Mahars —
properties by villagers.

1926 T IIHR SIfd & a1 IHTUS TGRDT 3 TG & Th WA~ qrens J Hab U ferdr,
foraS Tiqaral gRT AURT SR HeRI 31 Guferl R g9 & 51 MY

In Dasgaon, the Mahar Samaj Seva Sangh, which aimed to unite the depressed classes for
equality, saw Chandorkar, R. B. More, Ramiji Potdar, and others drink from a local lake and
wells.

T § HER HHIS AT Y, e 320 IaifSd a7t &) GaHar & faw gufed s t, 3
YRS, R, Y. AR, T TlegR 3R 3 HI RIFT et 3R Faif I urt did g

Communist R. B. More’s memoir highlights how the region was eager to support
Ambedkar’s struggle for equity and equality, seeking to restore the rights of untouchables.

R AR, FF. AR & TR A1 § [ T &7 SASHR b FHaT R A1 & oy A
Tfora qrY 33 & oY I U 3R 3l & IRIBR TET BT =1l AT

Additionally, this region was renowned for being the birthplace of activists like Gopalbaba
Walangkar, N. M. Joshi, Sambhaji Gaikwad, and others.

1Y g, T8 & MUTATST aIeTThY, TH. TH. SR, HHTSI Mahdre oY Bl ol
SR & U H Ul ol

Thus, Mahad was selected by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar as the site of one of India’s first human
rights movements.

ST S, 1.3, JASHR - HeTS ! URA & 3T AFANUBR Higiaii J ¥ T T -Id
T

Mahad 1.0 and 2.0

HETS 1.0 3R 2.0
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Dr. Ambedkar and his anuyayis (followers) conducted a satyagraha on March 19-20, 1927,
by asserting the rights of untouchables to drink water as per the Bole Resolution of 1923.
ST, ATH 3R I SITATRN 7 19-20 AT 1927 FT 1923 F A YT P YR W 3HZll
& U U & 3B R & fog Taamig fasar

The anuyayis of Ambedkar thronged to the event with their meagre belongings, empty
stomachs, and lathis (traditionally carried by Mahars, except those who came from the then
Bombay presidency) to assert their rights.

JASHR & AT U AR YEM, Wil U 3R A1fal (S IRIRATd U § HERY gRT 3318
St o, Ryara 37 AT & S depTel arr IRiteHt & 31T &) & 1Y ISR S 981 Ugd |
However, the satyagrahis were denied water by the locals; hence, water worth ¥40 had to be
purchased specie cally for this purpose.
gTaies R it 3 Tamfedl &1 arft 37 & A1 e fora; sufer 59 ey & o 240 o1 uR
TRte usTl
After the Mahad 1.0 satyagraha, purification rituals were performed, because Dr. Ambedkar
and his anuyayis had touched and consumed the water, which aimed to reinforce the caste
system over human rights.

HETS 1.0 TR & 918 YGHU HHBS fHT U aifeh . sassr 3R I ranar 3
Ot BT o SR o o1, o AFaTfReRY uR S suawt &1 iR & Rftd &4 &1 var
Sl
Consequently, Dr. Ambedkar planned the Second Mahad conference for December 25 and
26, 1927.

;ﬂgmﬁ JfaSHR A fgda HgTs Iw™ad &1 TiorT 25-26 feHaR 1927 & faQ
I

Meanwhile, the courts issued a stay restricting water access for outcastes, claiming the
Chavadar tank was privately owned.

39 I 3fTed! - T8 Hed gU IR S 9! fbaT i BraeR e ol Jufvy € ik sfespd
SHferdt o OTt dF OR b 0

During this period, Dr. Ambedkar launched his fortnightly publication, Bahishkrut Bharat,
which discussed democratic truths and ideals while emphasising human rights.

S} Safy T ST, SldSdHR A 3HUAT Ulféieh UHIRH digspd WRA = a1, forgd diddifis
TGN 3 Tl R Id1 & A1 AFANUSRI W 99 fear Tl

He also participated in the Ambabai Temple satyagraha, initiated by Dr. Panjabrao
Deshmukh in November 1927, following violent attacks on Dalits after the Mahad incident,
which led to the formation of the Ambedkar Seva Dal for their protection.

I5i- AdaR 1927 T Y. U=ATaRTd S RT = b U SfaTaTs HieR g & Hf v
%m;ﬁn;@ﬂ%@ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁm%wmﬁwﬁ?&n%maﬁwﬁmaﬁﬁwﬁ
S |

Since the Chhavadar Lake case was still pending, Dr. Ambedkar decided against launching
a satyagraha after consulting his followers.

i BTagR sita &1 amar sift dfad uT, ST, SidS®HR A U= rgaTdl o TRl & a1 =
TAWE 7 Y HRA o1 Aol fem |

However, on December 25, he burned the Manusmriti following a resolution from
Gangadhar Sahasrabuddhe, Rajbhoj, and Thorat.

Wzsmﬁﬁwww ST 3R UIRT & TRATd WR IR H1 a8

In Mahad 2.0, he specifically addressed women, asserting that human rights should
include gender equality.

HETS 2.0 7 3514 faRw wu § Afgarsi &1 IafRid B gu Fgl {6 AranueR) § afe
THTCT TS g

The Mahad revolution

HETS hifd

Dr. Ambedkar stated that the Mahad 1.0 and Mahad 2.0 satyagrahas embodied the zeitgeist
of the French Revolution.
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ST, 3{dSHR 3 Fel [P HETS 1.0 3R HETS 2.0 S TATUE! H Wit Hifd B HIGHT (zeitgeist)

gfafsfed gkt g

In Dr. Ambedkar’s speeches during the Mahad satyagraha, he promotes an enlightened ethos

of dignity and self-respect.

;@Ewma%aw:cﬁ. JASHR P YU H TRAT SR T B Uh U HIGAT SHRat
I

In Mahad 2.0, Dr. Ambedkar discusses the French National Assembly of 1798.

HETS 2.0 7 1. 3GSHR 7 1798 B Wi ARMA Tl IR 7d! 1

These two historical events, which denied the two eras, Mahad 1.0 and 2.0, were
instrumental in shaping the idea of India and the ethics of its Constitution.

3 &I TR T, RgIA HETS 1.0 3R 2.0 & FHIade! B! URHING faan, URd $t dea=
3R 39 AU Ft Afdear & i § edd Tgayu 3|
However, the French Revolution didn’t encompass women in its idea of rights.
gTciich WBIRIRN shifal 3 oo SifYsRY B srayron & Afgensit & wnfira =&t far
So, neither their National Assembly nor further developments base their substantive
egalitarianism by including the living bodies and souls of women.
ST A A1 A=A Sriael R 7 & 3T & AP = 31U FHTATalg &1 Afgarsi & sita 3R
3Hf&T@ B! AMAS HRd §U AR o |
It was Mary Wollstonecraft’s intervention via her pamphlet “A Declaration of the Rights of
Woman and the Citizen” that questioned the exclusion and the place of women in the
French Revolution.

g Bl RSP D! JRih! “T FETRINRA 3T g 3¢ 3T gHA €S ¢ fafes1 o
WWWﬁW@ﬁ%H@W 3R 3! U IR Uy I3[
Dr. Ambedkar, in his 1916 paper, had proposed a novel gendered understanding of
caste(s), questioning the approach of Indian sociologists to understand the making-remaking-
unmaking of women to grasp the issue of caste, as well as the non-workability of the silos
approach to annihilate it.
ST, 3ASHR 7 3T 1916 F MYTH H Siifel &1 AT THST TR Ha §U HRAR JHTSIRIRea
& 3T DI R Uy IoraT S et & FHator—gafator- ﬁmaﬁwmvﬂﬁrﬁqﬁ
AT 3R TrSar SMeRd VDIV B SreqdgTiRaar &I W@ifdhd Sl g
The end can be achieved through gendered means only.
3P IR Sd-3HeH &1 ded dhad dRre Jre=l 3 gl g1iia 81 gebdr g1
The speeches and actions at Mahad 1.0 have the partnership of women and men,
irrespective of their gender, geography, class, and caste(s).
HETS 1.0 & HIVUT 3R HRaal # Hfgell 3R Waﬁaﬁwﬂaﬁ?ﬁ 9T 31 foi, &, ot
a1 1fd 5o 10 8
They gathered there as the National Assembly to break free from the imposed Brahmanical
hegemony and chart their own course, just as the Third Estate did during their Tennis
Court Oath after being denied permission by King Louis XVI.
3 I61 Ueh IME YUT BT IRE 33 §U A alich U1t 7T STRIOTaTeY aia I T Sepv 7o ani
W Fuffd o %, o ¥E TRee A fHT1 g8 XvI gRT SRS & a1 f e i =y § foman
Ul
In Mahad 2.0, although preliminary, the resolution passed appears to be in* uenced primarily
because it ine icts injustice on Shudras.
HETS 2.0 T UIikd UaTd RS gld U +ft Rega: gafere Hewayuf foadr § Fifes a8 Jel
TS aTdt 3T B! AR §1 3 |
However, even an initial understanding of dogmas, as well as the period of the Manusmriti,
suggests that it treated women as Shudras.
BT, AgSfa & RIgidl ok Srads &1 URME Jagt of 9ard 8 for Su- ufgarst &) g
HIATI
Contemporary literary and historical texts provide ample evidence to support this.

3R Vferiie Tid 9 aw & vt oo 3d 5

Dr. Ambedkar’s actions in Mahad 2.0, especially the burning of the Manusmriti and
addressing the gathering of women, try to foreground a new discourse on human rights
whose liberty, equality, and fraternity principles are derived from non-violent Buddhism.
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HETS 2.0 H 57 3185 $ Hargdl, faRivax agfa-ae ok nfars H1 gaifig &3,

IfeT® dig 3 T ed Tadzdr, JHTCT

el &1 7 e JaR B B

IR FYar & Gl R uRd AFaeR

e Dr. Ambedkar introduced a new concept of a gendered nation whose enlightened
nationalism was based not on essentialism but on existentialism, rooted in the body of the
people and their natural, legal human rights.

&1, sfagan A aftre
(essentialism) UX T8l

(gendered nation) &1 3@YRUN <, ﬁ:lw
m (existentialism) UR 3TY ¥d T, \_rﬁ

HaAdTarg
f % IRR 3R

3ITd WIpfa® q faftre aFarfieR] & fAfgd o1l
e Thus, December 25 is also celebrated in India as Indian Women'’s Liberation Day.
SHiferg 25 faRiaR & YRa ¥ URdg Afgen gfed faaw & wu & +ft 7w Sran g1

e The only essentialism it strives to seek is the Manuski, based on Maitri, which is a true
democracy lived rather than a mere idea of governmentality.

78 R TR Heidwa 1 Gl &Rl § 98 A&,

ryfa Bt W sneid ArFdadr 2, S dad

ST GYRUN 8T sfetp S g€ =it didpda 3|

e This reflects the foundations of constitutional morality derived from the ethics learned
during the Mahad Satyagraha, institutionalised in the Constitution of India.

g% HETS HdE 4 Ui 715

AMarsit § o aue Afawar

P! SIS} B e Bl B,

o8 YRA & Wiy # IR =y fear man|

Questions and Answers torthe previous day’s daily quiz: 1.
This man submitted a report in 1946, in which he called to
merge curative treatment with preventive care and build
medical colleges to train human resources. Ans: Joseph
William Bhore

2. This physician was a freedom fighter who went on to serve in
government as well. Ans: Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy (B.C.Roy)
3. Dr. Kadambini was the first practising female doctor in India,
and held this historic role as well. Ans: She was the first
woman speaker at a meeting of the Indian National
Congress. She addressed the gathering during the 1890
Congress session

4. This Indian physician and scientist made a monumental
contribution by discovering the effective treatment for
kala-azar. Ans: Dr. Upendra Nath Brahmachari

5. In 1959, the Union government set up a Health Survey and
Planning Committee headed by this person. Ans: Dr. A.
Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar

Visual: This doctor set up a distinguished institution in Madras
that puts service before profit while delivering specialised
healthcare. Ans: Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy

Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan| Tito Shiladitya| M. Suresh
Kumar| Gaurav Deshmukh| Vidyasagar Reddy Kethiri

poorly funded, and largely urban-centric.

QuiZz

Joseph William Bhore and the 1946 Bhore
Committee Report

* Sir Joseph William Bhore (1878-1960) chaired the
Health Survey and Development Committee (1943—-
46), popularly known as the Bhore Committee.

* Its 1946 Report laid the foundation of India’s
modern public health system and was a visionary
document for Independent India.

Historical Background
* In the 1940s, India faced widespread infectious

diseases, high mortality, and extremely limited
access to trained medical professionals.

* Public health and medical services were fragmented,

» The Bhore Committee was created to design a national health system suitable for a soon-to-be

independent nation.

Merging Curative and Preventive Care

* Bhore observed that colonial India maintained a strict divide between:

* Curative services — treatment in hospitals and dispensaries

* Preventive services — sanitation, vaccination, vector control

» The Committee argued that this separation weakened India’s health outcomes.

* It recommended establishing a unified, integrated health system where preventive and curative

health services work together.
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* This holistic vision anticipated the idea of primary health care decades before global frameworks
adopted it.

Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy (B. C. Roy): Physician, Freedom Fighter, Statesman

* Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy (often known as B. C. Roy) was one of India’s most distinguished
physicians, an important freedom fighter, and later a senior political leader in independent India.
* He was born on 1 July 1882 in Bankipore (present-day Patna, Bihar) and died on 1 July 1962,
passing away on his 80th birthday.

* He is remembered as a medical pioneer, a public servant, and the principal architect of modern
West Bengal’'s administrative and health infrastructure.

» He received the Bharat Ratna in 1961, India’s highest civilian honour.

Dr. B. C. Roy as a Physician

* Dr. Roy studied medicine at Calcutta Medical College and later qualified in both MRCP and FRCS
in London, a rare dual achievement at that time.

* He returned to India to become one of the country’s most respected clinicians and teachers of
medicine.

* He was deeply involved in creating health institutions, such as women and child hospitals, medical
training centres, and charitable health facilities.

* He played an instrumental role in shaping India’s early medical regulatory framework and became
the first President of the Medical Council of India (MCI).

* His contributions influenced medical standards, ethics, and training systems across the country.

Dr. Kadambini Ganguly: India’s First Practising Woman Doctor and First Woman
Speaker at the Indian National Congress

Basic Introduction

* Dr. Kadambini Bose Ganguly (1861-1923) was a pioneering Indian woman who achieved two
historic milestones:

» She became the first practising female doctor of modern (Western) medicine in India.

» She became the first woman to speak at a session of the Indian National Congress,
addressing delegates during the 1890 Congress session.

Early Life and Background

* Born on 18 July 1861 in the Bengal Presidency, she grew up in a reform-oriented Brahmo Samaj
family that emphasized women’s education.

* Her father was an active supporter of women's schooling, which helped her pursue formal education
at a time when girls rarely attended school.

* She married Dwarkanath Ganguly, a prominent Brahmo Samaj reformer who strongly supported
women’s rights and higher education.

Educational Breakthroughs

+ She studied at Bethune School and later at Bethune College, becoming one of the first women
graduates of the University of Calcutta.

* In 1884, she gained admission to Calcutta Medical College, breaking a major gender barrier, as
medical institutions rarely admitted women.

» She earned her medical degree in 1886, marking a turning point in women’s access to
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professional careers in India.
+ She later undertook additional clinical training in Britain, strengthening her medical expertise.

India’s First Practising Woman Doctor

» Although Anandibai Joshi earned a medical degree earlier (from the United States), she
passed away before beginning medical practice.

* Dr. Kadambini Ganguly became the first woman in India to practise Western medicine
professionally.

* She served at the Lady Dufferin Women’s Hospital and later established a successful private
medical practice, treating women and children.

* In 1890, Dr. Kadambini Ganguly achieved another milestone:
» She became the first woman to address a session of the Indian National Congress.

Dr. Upendra Nath Brahmachari: The Indian Scientist Who Discovered the Cure for
Kala-azar

* Dr. Upendra Nath Brahmachari (1873—1946) was one of India’s most accomplished physicians and
medical scientists.

* He is best known for discovering Urea Stibamine in 1920, the first effective and safe treatment
for kala-azar (visceral leishmaniasis).

* His contribution is considered one of the most important achievements in the history of Indian
medical science.

+ Kala-azar was one of the deadliest diseases in colonial India, caused by the parasite Leishmania
donovani.

« It was transmitted through the sandfly, and epidemics devastated regions such as Bihar, Bengal,
Assam, and Odisha.

Scientific Breakthrough: Discovery of Urea Stibamine (1920)

* In 1920, Dr. Brahmachari synthesized Urea Stibamine, marking a revolutionary breakthrough in
tropical medicine.

* This drug was the first to:

* Cure kala-azar effectively

Dr. A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar and the 1959 Health Survey & Planning Committee

e In 1959, the Government of India established the Health Survey and Planning Committee,
chaired by Dr. A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar.

e This committee—commonly known as the Mudaliar Committee—was tasked with reviewing
the progress of India’s health system since Independence and assessing the implementation
of the earlier Bhore Committee (1946) recommendations.

e Dr. Mudaliar was a distinguished physician, public health administrator, and long-serving
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Madras, making him an ideal leader for national health
policy evaluation.

Background: Why the Committee Was Established
« After Independence, India adopted the Bhore Committee model, which emphasized universal

access to health services, Primary Health Centres (PHCs), and integration of preventive and curative
care.
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Key Recommendations of the Mudaliar Committee (1959)

® Strengthening Primary Health Centres (PHCs)
o The committee observed that PHCs were overstretched and unable to deliver
services effectively.
o Recommended improving staffing, equipment, and infrastructure before opening
new PHCs.

O Emphasized reducing the population coverage per PHC to ensure more effective

service delivery.

Improving the Referral System

Highlighted the need for a well-defined referral chain between PHCs, secondary hospitals,
and district hospitals.

® Recommended strengthening district hospitals to function as key referral centers.

In Turkiye, recently unearthed carved faces shed new light on Neolithic society
oS L Hisiory

Agence France Presse
KARAHANTEPE

On the windswept hills
overlooking Turkiye’s vast
southeastern plains, new
archaeological discoveries
are revealing how life
might have looked 11,000
years ago when the world's
earliest communities be-
gan to emerge.

The latest finds - a
stone  figurine  with
stitched lips, carved stone
faces and a black serpenti-
nite bead with expressive
faces on both sides — offer
clues about Neolithic be-
liefs and rituals.

“The growing number
of human sculptures can
be read as a direct out-
come of settled life,” Necmi
Karul, the archaeologist

leading the dig at Karahan
Tepe, said.

“As communities be-
came more sedentary, peo-
ple gradually distanced
themselves from nature
and placed the human fi-
gure and the human expe-
rience at the centre of the
universe,” he said, point-
ing to a human face carved
onto a T-shaped pillar.

‘The excavation is part of
Turkiye’s “Stone Hills” pro-
ject, a government-backed
initiative launched in 2020
across 12 sites in Sanliurfa
province, which Culture
Minister Nuri Ersoy has de-
scribed as “the world’s Ne-
olithic capital”.

The project includes the
UNESCO heritage site Go-
bekli Tepe — “Potbelly Hill”
in Turkish — which is home

to the oldest known mega-
lithie structures in Upper
Mesopotamia, where the
late German archaeologist
Klaus Schmidt began exca-
vations in 1995.

Explaining some of the
new finds on display at Ka-
rahan Tepe’s visitor centre,
Lee Clare of the German
Archaeology Institute says
they challenge long-held
narratives about humani-
ty’s shift from nomadic
hunter-gatherer life to ear-
ly settlements.

“Every building we stu-
dy gives us a small glimpse
into someone’s life We're
gaining insights into their
belief systems,” he said.

The past five years have
yieldled “a wonderful
amount of data coming out
of all these new sites,” the

Apillar and a human statue stand at the archaeological site of

in Sanliurfa,

archaeologist said.

But it was impossible to
know everything. “We
don’t have any written re-
cords, obviously, because
it’s prehistory,” said Mr.
Clare, who has worked at
Gobekli Tepe since 2013.

Identifying who the sta-
tues or figurines represent-

Turkiye. AFP

ed was probably impossi-
ble, given they dated back
to “a period before writing,
around 10,000 years ago”,
said Mr. Karul, who is also
leading the dig at Gobekli
Tepe and coordinator of
the Stone Hills project.
“But as the number of
such finds increases and as

we learn more about the
contexts in which they ap-
pear, we gain the oppor-
tunity to conduct statistical
analyses and make mea-
ningful comparisons.”

‘Very organised society”
The settlements began to
appear after the last Ice
Age, he said.

“The changing environ-
ment created fertile condi-
tions, allowing people to
feed themselves without
constantly going hunting.”
As communities started to
settle, new social dynamics
emerged, Mr. Clare said.

“What we see here is the
beginning of that process.
In many ways, we are on a
slippery slope that leads to-
ward the modern world.”

As the excavations pro-

gress, they will transform
understanding of the Neo-
lithic, with each site earn-
ing its own place in scien-
tific history, says Emre
Guldogan of Istanbul Un-
iversity, lead archaeologist
at the nearby Sefer Tepe
site. “Karahan Tepe and
the wider Stone Hills pro-
ject show a highly organ-
ised society with its own
symbolic world and belief
structures”  overturning
earlier ideas of a “primi-
tive” Neolithic world, he
said. “These communities
shared traits but also deve-
loped clear  cultural
differences.”

At Karahan Tepe, hu-
man symbolism is widely
seen whereas in Gobekli
Tepe, animal imagery is
more dominant.

Archaeologists say find-
ings at both sites show
each community depicting
their living environments
in different ways. “Each
new discovery raises fresh
questions aimed at under-
standing the people be-
hind these creations,” Mr.
Guldogan said.

The recent archaeologi-
cal discoveries have also
broadened the appeal of a
region known primarily as
the place where Abraham
once settled, a figure re-
vered in Judaism, Chris-
tianity and Islam.

“Before the excavations,
the area mainly attracted
religious tour groups,
drawn largely by its asso-
ciation with the prophet
Abraham,” tourist guide
Yakup Bedlek said.

In Turkiye, recently unearthed carved faces shed new light on Neolithic society

qfha o, gra gt o fircll IH 15 it TauTaTor JHTS R AT UHTRT STerc &

On the windswept hills overlooking Turkiye’s vast southeastern plains, new archaeological

discoveries are revealing how life might have looked 11,000 years ago when the world’s

earliest communities began to emerge.
Ifha & fammet Sforgd! et @) ferd garsl @ Tg<dt vgifedl &R, 95 Ridfae @i i
&1 & foF 11,000 o wgd Sfia= a1 ez g 51a gfan &) IR TeTl &1 38 g3l ol

The latest finds — a stone figurine with stitched lips, carved stone faces and a black
serpentinite bead with expressive faces on both sides — offer clues about Neolithic beliefs

and rituals.

TFaTaH Wil — Ric gU giaT arelt TR @t gff, IH gU urmr IgR 3R gFf 3R Sf

DGR ATl HIe HUfeATsE HADT — TIUTTON Ay SR S8 & IR & b USH Hal

“The growing number of human sculptures can be read as a direct outcome of settled life,”

Necmi Karul, the archaeologist leading the dig at Karahan Tepe, said.
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PRIE 90 & QaTs H1 Add PRI €, 1 Hell

“As communities became more sedentary, people gradually distanced themselves from
nature and placed the human figure and the human experience at the centre of the universe,”
he said, pointing to a human face carved onto a T-shaped pillar.

IS TG 3% VTR grd T, AT efR-4R UdHfa § gR 89 @ 3R HTHa i aut Ira
3IHT P! FEITS & Hg J TG ,” 5 S1-HTBHR & WH TR 3D T 4 doR DI 3R SRT
HRd §U BT

The excavation is part of Turkiye’s “Stone Hills” project, a government-backed initiative

launched in 2020 across 12 sites in Sanliurfa province, which Culture Minister Nuri Ersoy
has described as “the world’s Neolithic capital”.

g IG-H qfehd DI« fewr uRaieHT &1 g &, St 2020 H AFRISIWET Uid & 12 Rial
IR YE B TR SR JAR Ugd 7, o Il 13 T3 v 3 “gfan &1 rauraor
Y TR B

The project includes the UNESCO heritage site Gobekli Tepe — “Potbelly Hill” in Turkish —
home to the oldest known megalithic structures in Upper Mesopotamia, where German
archaeologist Klaus Schmidt began excavations in 1995.

I8 URATSHT AP eRIER RIcl Madpelt au 1 i A Bl § — gl & “Uesdl! ger — Sl
U AANGTETHRT &1 Ha9 U J1d iy SRamsl &1 @R g, S8l o Ridaidg
FATSY =R 7 1995 & GaTs L= &1 At

Explaining some of the new finds on display at Karahan Tepe’s visitor centre, Lee Clare of
the German Archaeology Institute says they challenge long-held narratives about humanity’s
shift from nomadic hunter-gatherer life to early settlements.

HRIe dU & fafTer Hex & velRid $ 78 el & YHed gU, ST RIdd TR & o FAaR
H8d ¢ [ 3 79wt & ghq RIer-ugedl sia 3 TRMAS Skl o1 3R uRad- el o
T 41id yRomsf &Y g S §

“Every building we study gives us a small glimpse into someone’s life. We’re gaining insights
into their belief systems,” he said.

g1 g +t 3ARA &7 3ie7T- BRd &, 98 gH fhl & Sfiad &t U BT I <ot 81 89 9P
Iy oo ) S0 U #R R &, I HETl

The past five years have yielded “a wonderful amount of data coming out of all these new
sites,” the archaeologist said.

fOea ufa auf & g7 9t T wal @ 9 9 § Sigyd ST U oMl 8, RIddiag A Fgll

But it was impossible to know everything. “We don’t have any written records, obviously,
because it's prehistory,” said Mr. Clare, who has worked at Gobekli Tepe since 2013.

AP Te $& T UFT SRYT oT| “BAR I FIs ffaa sifverg =18t €, iifes ag yd-zfagra
8, ot IR A Fgl, S 2013 T Madhelt 90 H HRRA B

Identifying who the statues or figurines represented was probably impossible, given they
dated back to “a period before writing, around 10,000 years ago”, said Mr. Karul, who is also
leading the dig at Gobekli Tepe.

Ig Uga U o gfefar an srefaal fe ufafAfia st §, Tyad: sRivd g, #ife 3 a@-
Y gd Ft eafdr, AT 10,000 a9 R 8, ft et A wal, S Madwel A0 B G B of
AJd PR T

“But as the number of such finds increases and as we learn more about the contexts in which
they appear, we gain the opportunity to conduct statistical analyses and make meaningful
comparisons.”

QT S-SR T WISl T T Feat o 3R o Yeuf & 3 et € 37 aR & sifties SRt
fireret 8, 3 wifre iy fasawor H37 iR wrdies qa- - &1 sfawR fHad g1

‘Very organised society’

The settlements began to appear after the last Ice Age, he said.

3ifam fewgm & 1e SfRTa! &1 Uebe 81 I g3, 31 Fell

Pagelo

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

“The changing environment created fertile conditions, allowing people to feed themselves
without constantly going hunting.”

TATaR0T IUSIS, URFRURTEAT R $ g7 o, Foras @i fomr amaR RieR g
YT ST B Fevel A1
As communities started to settle, new social dynamics emerged, Mr. Clare said.
S-SR TG S T, AT WrHTRTe o= IR, o FeRR 3 FgT
“What we see here is the beginning of that process. In many ways, we are on a slippery slope
that leads toward the modern world.”

“S1 8 g1 3@d §, a8 I UiehdT BT YB3 §1 S HIGA H, H U 04 A1 W § S Snyfis
AT & iR A ST B 17

As the excavations progress, they will transform understanding of the Neolithic, with each
site earning its own place in scientific history, says Emre Guldogan of Istanbul University.
S-S GETS T F¢Tt, d AAUTHTIVT T D! §HR TH &1 9ad 4T, 3R Tdd RId a1
ST § ST RITF §AIE, S [ayfaeer & TaR JaghTH $5d o

“Karahan Tepe and the wider Stone Hills project show a highly organised society with its own
symbolic world and belief structures” overturning earlier ideas of a “primitive” Neolithic world,
he said.

THBIAD TR SR Iy TF-m §,” 3617 Pel, S “SfH AqurTor fay &t R yRoms &I
3dc <t B

“These communities shared traits but also developed clear cultural differences.”

‘3 Terl 8 $© aHan ff, dfe- 3514 Wy IiReias Hadar Hf faeia &1

At Karahan Tepe, human symbolism is widely seen whereas in Gobekli Tepe, animal
imagery is more dominant.

G U H HIMG YdiiepdTa AU U I &S <l &, SIafe Madpet au H U] rpfaar s
THTA B

Archaeologists say findings at both sites show each community depicting their living
environments in different ways.

RG] BT BT ¢ b aHl RS D1 Wi @ § o Tdd T = 30 I8 aTal aTaTaRor
DI - RIp! Y T

“Each new discovery raises fresh questions aimed at understanding the people behind these
creations,” Mr. Guldogan said.

B TS WIol 1T Uy IoTah 5, T 3e-9 37 Xa1sf & W & Al & I0gHT 8, ot [eenT= =
Dl

The recent archaeological discoveries have also broadened the appeal of a region known
primarily as the place where Abraham once settled, a figure revered in Judaism,
Christianity and Islam.

10 P R Wil 4 39 & BT STHYT &7 +t Igrs 8, RO Jrera: I8 R |7 oIl 3
el araTed = &t fara far ur, S agdY o, S e ok s # gy e g

“Before the excavations, the area mainly attracted religious tour groups, drawn largely by its
association with the prophet Abraham,” tourist guide Yakup Bedlek said.

GaTs J Ugd, T8 &7 gua: U1fifer wies Tl & SATH N BT oT, S SIelaR WiaR fSTeH
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Urbanisation, migration led to voter roll flaws: govt.

GBI, Y & Tagral Gt d WAl SUd §5: TRPR

2. | Do we need to change how cities are governed in India?
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3. | China’s story of rural revitalisation
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Urbanisation, migration
led to voter roll flaws: govt.

Meghwal says some electors obtain registration in one place and then shift their residence and
register themselves at another place without getting their names deleted from the electoral rolls

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

nion Law Minister

Arjun Ram Megh-

wal said on Thurs-
day that rapid urbanisation
and frequent migration
were the likely causes of ir-
regularities on the voter
rolls.

Mr. Meghwal was res-
ponding to Shiv Sena (UBT)
MP Sanjay Raut, who asked
if the Centre had taken cog-
nisance of allegations of
large-scale voter roll irreg-
ularities, including dupli-
cate, deleted and fake en-
tries reported in States
such as Karnataka, Maha-
rashtra and Bihar. The MP
also asked about steps be-
ing taken by the Election
Commission to verify, up-
date, and audit electoral
rolls to ensure accuracy
and prevent manipulation
before the elections.

Details were also sought
about the verification me-
chanism to enhance tran-
sparency in the voter list
revision process and mea-
sures being implemented
to ensure electoral integri-

Revision process: A special intensive revision camp bring
conducted in Chennai on November 24. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

ty, data security and ac-
countability of officials in-
volved in voter roll
management and election
preparedness.

Additions and deletions
In a written reply, Mr.
Meghwal said that accord-
ing to the EC, significant
changes have occurred on
the electoral roll over the
past 20 years due to addi-
tions and deletions on a
large scale.

“Rapid  urbanisation
and frequent migration to
pursue education, liveli-

hood, and for other rea-
sons, are now a given.
Some electors obtain regis-
tration in one place and
then shift their residence
and register themselves at
another place without get-
ting their names deleted
from the electoral roll of
the initial place of resi-
dence. This has led to an
increased possibility of re-
peated entries in the elec-
toral roll,” he said.

He added that this war-
ranted an intensive verifi-
cation drive to verify each
person before enrolment

Urbanisation, migration led to voter roll flaws: govt.

TSNP, U | Hde T g § Gl IO §5: TWPR

Urbanisation, migration led to voter roll « laws: govt.

BT, Y J AT T B [T S0 g3 WAR|

Meghwal says some electors obtain registration in one place and then shift their residence
and register themselves at another place without getting their names deleted from the

electoral rolls
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as an elector. Therefore,
the commission had or-
dered a special summary
revision starting from Bi-
har, which has now been
extended to other States.
Mr. Meghwal said parties
were being involved in the
process, and the electoral
roll has been shared at the
draft publication and final
publication stage.

The EC is also inviting
claims and objections from
the public, and a system of
supervision and checks to
maintain the quality of the
rolls was in place. The
norms mandated the dis-
play of claims and objec-
tions on the Electoral Re-
gistration Officer’s notice
board and Chief Electoral
Officer’s website along
with a detailed schedule of
press notes and advertise-
ments published during
the revision process for pu-
blic awareness.

“The First Appeal
against any decision of the
ERO is placed before the
District Magistrate; and the
second appeal before the
Chief Electoral Officer,” the
Minister said.
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YA HEd & (& F& AGGTIT U RIM TR GoltdR0T YT Hd § 3R R U o aeaas
T} SITE W9 ) Usiipd 1 A & AT 3O A1 &I WelgTaT Y&t ¥ g |

Union Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal said on Thursday that rapid urbanisation and
frequent migration were the likely causes of irregularities on the voter rolls.
HER BT TAT 39fH 0 HEATd A TSR B Hgl (o ool AgABRT 3R IR-IR FA arar
AT Tl gl 7 sifafiaarstt & duifdd sRor 3|

Mr. Meghwal was responding to Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay Raut, who asked if the Centre
had taken cognisance of allegations of large-scale voter roll irregularities, including
duplicate, deleted and fake entries reported in States such as Karnataka, Maharashtra
and Bihar.

Huarel R (geficl) b Aie For IA3d B U BT IR & 33 3, =1 gpr ot fob & b ¥
T3 TR W Aderar gE1 sifraftaarsit & SR, S gwiide, e Y 3R Wi ufafdaf,
fSret Rulé Prfes, HeRTY 3R fagrR o ol # g §, 1 I9H feran g1
The MP also asked about steps being taken by the Election Commission to verify, update,
and audit electoral rolls to ensure accuracy and prevent manipulation before the elections.
e 3 g o gt o gATa ST gRT gATE ¥ Ugd Aderdl il &l YT, ST 3R
ﬁ@%ﬁﬁ-ﬁﬁmmm@%ﬁmﬂwﬁ%ﬁw%aﬁ?m
oIl [

Details were also sought about the verification mechanism to enhance transparency in the
voter list revision process and measures being implemented to ensure electoral integrity,
data security and accountability of officials involved in voter roll management and election
preparedness.

Tderal gt SR Uiehdr § URGRIAT 96 o o7t Tedmu= o, U1 gATd! SrEsdr, SeT JRaT
3R AT Tt UaieH quT g1 aaRt & 2l el o sarade! g s & fo
BT o7 X5 IUT! & aR H ot faaRor A |

Additions and deletions

g 3R gerd

In a written reply, Mr. Meghwal said that according to the EC, significant changes have
occurred on the electoral roll over the past 20 years due to additions and deletions on a large
scale.

% ffad IR & AUaTd 3 81 {6 A1 SR & SR fUzd 20 auf & 98 30H )R 918 3R
geTd & HRUI Haaldl Jeit H Agaquf scad gu 3|

“‘Rapid urbanisation and frequent migration to pursue education, livelihood, and for other
reasons, are now a glven

ST AEHBRT SR TR-TR YT, St R8T, TSR, SR 3= HROT & B 8, 1 0 WA=
CIGE
Some electors obtain registration in one place and then shift their residence and register
themselves at another place without getting their names deleted from the electoral roll of the
initial place of residence.

$S HAGTAT Uh R TR USRI U Hd & 3R B SO a9 Igadhs gusl oifg Wd &l
wﬁwwéﬁ% {1 el RIM &1 Haard gt F 31 919 gean|
This has led to an increased possibility of repeated entries in the electoral roll,” he said.

T Haerdl I H SIexTs §S UiAiddl ot YU §¢ 718 8, I Hell

He added that this warranted an intensive verification drive to verify each person before
enrolment as an elector.

I BT & 39 TS e B Aderdl $ U & Uoslipd 3 J Ugd T8 Feara= A
B! SATARHT DY 9T A B

Therefore, the commission had ordered a special summary revision starting from Bihar,
which has now been extended to other States.

SYferY 3MANT A fagR ¥ Y iR U ARy siféra qateror &1 srewr fean, o o o= <t
d% dgl fear T 3

Mr. Meghwal said parties were being involved in the process, and the electoral roll has been
shared at the draft publication and final publication stage.
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AT A HET b 59 Ufohan & o gall o [N foaT S X871 8, SR Hderdr It aier
BT 3R AT YHTRA oRO1 H W= BT 715 5
e The EC is also inviting claims and objections from the public, and a system of supervision
and checks to maintain the quality of the rolls was in place.

FTd ST STl § a1d 3R SHufral it ST @R X818, 3R Haardr Jferdl o1 [ura s
TG & for AR SR SiTe &1 Sgawi1 Hivg 7

e The norms mandated the display of claims and objections on the Electoral Registration
Officer’s notice board and Chief Electoral Officer’s website along with a detailed schedule
of press notes and advertisements published during the revision process for public

awareness.

! A g8 3ifard forar i gra 3R simuftrl Aaerar ysitevor it & Aifey i ik
TR fRafee Siftrert &) dewmge W uelia e o, Ty €t I=ie= ufshar & R g1
U Aiew 3R Aol &1 fagd eriss oft fean S difes S SIie s ders of 9o |

o “The First Appeal against any decision of the ERO is placed before the District Magistrate;
and the second appeal before the Chief Electoral Officer,” the Minister said.

ISR & folt o Fofa & Raae forafiert

2; 3R gad ardfier ot frrafe aftert & gHer Y ot B, 2 A e

& A& DI AT

Do we need to change how cities are governed in India?

PARLEY l

he rise of Zohran Mamdani as the
Mayur of New York City in the United
Slmes has brought focus to the lack of
lity of similarly elected civic

an cities. Why do citizens in

ee

The real issue is that whatever you do, if the
Chiel Minister’s office is controlling what
happens in the city and if your IAS officer is
the more powerful person, then you will

integrating the municipal corporation. The last
municipal elections were postponed partly
because of plans to expand the Bangalore
Mahanagara Palike into the BBMP. Now, they are
being postponed because politicians have
discovered that the best way to neutralise
«courts, which would otherwise be outraged and
enforce conduct of elections, is to play some

- - urban areas of India have no elected official to I‘le‘wr I‘E:e lhl’: '“""‘"T U.r [hl.'“n'lullnip:ll game with delimitation. Delhi is another huge
Director of turn to in times of crisis or to help improve civic sysem becoming active: ar 2l disaster, because you should have had a separate
'c”“"“"*r“""r:” infrastructure and amenities? The ANANT MARINGANTI dispensation for Delhi, because there is no point
S(E:';E';a;;l Brlhzmmumbal Municipal Corporation (BMC), in having a Delhi State-like structure with the
(hanyga atthe civic body of Mumbai, is set to Chief Minister, and then in that same space
University of haveeleamns in 2026 after several years. In that the 74th Constitution Amendment would compress a municipal system. Because,
Minnesota Telangana, 27 municipalities are being merged have fixed this. It has failed to do so. essentially, the Delhi Chief Minister could be the
into the Greater Hyderabad Municipal Mayor of Delhi, right? So, the political space
Corporation (GHMC). The Bruhat Bengaluru The :mckpa market in Bengaluru, AP Is having a financially empowered, should have been decluttered, but what
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) has been divided into democratically elected autonomous Mayor a | happened there was that the government did it
five corporations. Will these measures help measure; it has not been demanded by the way of improving governance of cities? with purely malafide intentions to harass the
improve governance of cities? Do we need to people. There have been no parliamentary then Chief Minister. And look at what is
change how cities are governed in India? T.R. elections or State elections that have been AM: We need to figure out how to decentralise happening now. It is still a disaster. The Supreme
Raghunandan and Anant Maringanti discuss this fought on the issue of whether municipal financial allocations. For example, even today, Court passed a confusing order with respect to
TR question in a conversation moderated by Serish elections are held, or on empowering ward offices often struggle to secure the funds the division of powers between the Union
m Nanisetti. Edited Excerpts: municipalities. they need. In the 1980s, in Hyderabad or government and the Delhi government, and

Former IAS officer
and a consultant

and planning

‘Why is there no substantial role for Mayors
in major cities in India? Why are they so
invisible?

Anant Maringanti: There are structural issues
and historical reasons. We have always been a
largely rural economy, so the urban is not that
visible (to policymakers). But structurally, if you
just look at the governance question, who is the
most powerful person controlling city affairs in
India? It is the Chief Minister. This was not
always the case until at least the 1960s. Mayors
were a lot more visible during the Independence
struggle. We have had a number of politicians
who were first city Mayors and then became
national-level politicians. The entire political
system now is organised around State
Assemblies, so decisions about cities are taken
in the Chief Minister’s peshi (office), not in the
Mayor's office.

T.R. Raghunandan: Urban local government in
India has a longer history than the U.S. itself.
The oldest municipality in South Asia was the
Madras Municipality, which was created in the
17th eentury. It was a nominated body. And at
that time, the presidency towns had fairly
empowered municipalities. However,
paradoxically, after the 73rd and T4th
Amendments (establishing a framework for local
self-governance in rural and urban India,
respectively), the situation deteriorated, even
though municipalities and corporations were
Lon.suluuundllaed This happened due to severe
political competition, but also because of the
apathy of citizens. Democratic decentralisation
in India has been a supply-driven reform

Is there a way where we can make the
governance of Indian cities more responsive?

‘TRR: There is no way if the people do not
demand it. Today, in Bengaluru, we haven't had
(civic body) elections for almost 4-5 years. There
is no recognition of the local government as a
government_ Sadly, 1 believe that the people of
India, and particularly urban people, are fairly
ignorant about the nitty-gritties of government. I
was once aghast when a respected IT
entrepreneur in Benglauru said that the Prime
Minister should take over the governance of the
city. Even a 7th standard civies student ought to
know that there are three levels of government,
and that there are spheres of governance.
Politics responds to the demands of the people.
If there was a demand from the people that local
governments and local corporations be
strengthened, then they will be made strong.

AM: We need to keep two things in mind. One is
that this is less about making the Mayor more
powerful and more about cutting back the
power of the Chief Minister’s Office. Second, we
need to acknowledge that in many States, MLAs
and MPs are ex-officio members of the
municipalities, and that essentially means that
corporators and Mayors become subordinates to
their bigger political party bosses. What do
municipalities do in India? Their revenue base is
very small and their actual functions are also
very limited. Most of the work is done by
somebaody else (such as bureaucrats and
state-run agencies). So it is less about fixing the
role of the Mayor than about fixing the way in
which the city is governed. I think we believed

Bombay, power was devolved to the ward level
by transferring monies. If they don't give money,
even within the municipal budgets, and if you
don’t have local-level decision-making
structures, it’s just not going to happen. As |
said, the idea that the 74th Constitution
Amendment would fix this, failed. And the
reason for that is that the 74th Amendment
ignored and bypassed the political reality. It was
introduced as if the political reality doesn't exist.
So what we need to do to make this better is to
start looking at the political reality of our cities
and figure out how to redesign things in each
city, in each State.

TRR: Political realities can change dramatically.
You can see how politicians are able to whip up
passions in both India and in the U.S. Certain
things that we would never have thought
thinkable, and which violate the Constitution,
are being now demanded by the public. Them

when a clarification to that was sought, the
Court kept postponing the case. Then the
government changed, and the new government
has withdrawn the case.

AM: It doesn't matter whether you divide the
city into five municipalities or three
municipalities or you add 20 more
municipalities. The real issue is that whatever
you do, if the Chief Minister’s office is
controlling what happens in the city and if your
IAS officer is the more powerful person, then
you will never have the Mayor or the municipal
system becoming active at all. This is basically
territory management by the Chief Minister's
office or in a much broader way, by the
Assembly. This is not so much about governance
and ease of governance. The expansion and
contraction and division and subdivision is
happening because of other considerations.
You don’t have a clear delineation of who is

are many hate ges, there is

etc.... and these are being pushed forward as
political agendas. The same kind of passion is
not there to push for a local government.

Bengaluru is now being split into five
corporations. Hyderabad is merging many
civic bodies under one umbrella. So one is
trying to unify into a big bloe, another is
trying to divide into five manageable blocs.
What do you feel about this?

TRR: They are all malafide justifications only
meant to create a fait accompli so that elections
can be postponed. Every time Bengaluru has
come up for an election, the government ar thar
point develops a great idea of either dividing or

pp 1o be doing what. Everything is
controlled by larger, complicated mechanisms.
That is the thing that we need to get right. Fixing
the money problem is one part; fixing the
people who are going to be in power for each
institution is key. It is important that we do
something about our parastatals. They should
not become so big and powerful and become
autonomous agencies. These are all things that
need to be fixed for the Mayor to become visible.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link.
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Do we need to change how cities are governed in India?

T H YR A e & WA B & dild Bl aga- B ATIgDhdl 82

The rise of Zohran Mamdani and qqestiops on Mayors in India
ATHE! BT 389 3R HRT & TR W 7Y

e The rise of Zohran Mamdani as the Mayor of New York City in the United States has
brought focus to the lack of visibility of similarly elected civic officials in Indian cities.
T I AR & gaTd fdt & TR & T4 T FIg HIHGHT & 32T 7 YRIg e o
T §U ARG SABIRGT &1 HHit IR & B fwar g

e Why do citizens in urban areas of India have no elected official to turn to in times of crisis or
to help improve civic infrastructure and amenities?

YRd & G ANRS! o I Yhe & THY AT ARG ek GuUR & forg fpeht Fraffra
SARB BT SR @ A HT [ddHed 7 181 52

o The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC), the governing civic body of Mumbai, is
set to have elections in 2026 after several years.
Has 3! dteaedt (BMC) FS aul a1 2026 H FAIG B off W61 5|

e In Telangana, 27 municipalities are being merged into the Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC).

T 27 TRUTfer1ai o1 Shuaerit (GHMC)  faerg far ST @1 3|

¢ The Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) has been divided into five
corporations.
ddieadt (BBMP) & ute famt & fqwifora foran man g1

e Will these measures help improve governance of cities?
1Y HeH WeRI & A J YR HUT?

e Do we need to change how cities are governed in India?
T YR B TERI & AR & i Bl IGa B ATTRAHT 62

e T.R. Raghunandan and Anant Maringanti discuss this question in a conversation moderated
by Serish Nanisetti. Edited Excerpts:

m.mgiﬂaﬁ?mﬁwﬁ?ﬂsﬂwmﬁﬁwﬁ@mﬁmwﬁaﬁaﬂﬁ%wm

o Why is there no substantial role for Mayors in major cities in India? Why are they so
invisible?
YRT & 98 e 8 AR $t Agayul Yfiret i 98 82 3 a9 o= Tl 82

e Anant Marmgantl There are structural issues and historical reasons.
3a ARt T8l WerE® g, iR UfdeTRie HRUT & |

o We have always been a largely rural economy, so the urban is not that visible (to
policymakers).
%ﬂmwmmamﬂ@i Yo =8 G, Aifa-Fmiarstt & g 3o Wy T8t

I

e But structurally, if you just look at the governance question, who is the most powerful person

controlling city affairs in India?

%@WW% Jie 31U AR & U9 P o, l YR T eR1 T Ty Jaaient +RiAd
?
e |tisthe C.hief.Minister.
I8 gerH §
e This was not always the case until at least the 1960s.
Ig fUfd H1 T HH 1960 & G=P adb Tl ol T

e Mayors were a lot more visible during the Independence struggle.

TaAAd] TN & SR AR 3fee TxgH T 3|
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We have had a number of politicians who were first city Mayors and then became national-
level politicians.
TH 5 O3 IOl G § Sl Uel 6% & AR 4 3R 91 H g e 41

The entire political system now is organised around State Assemblies, so decisions about
cities are taken in the Chief Minister's peshi (office), not in the Mayor’s office.

3T TRT oI o Faemr=raHT & 3¢-Aid gfed 8, sfon el § gt ol gt &
Fratad § o 91d €, 7 6 TR & Friada J|

T.R. Raghunandan: Urban local government in India has a longer history than the U.S. itself.
A 3R, g YRA B TG RIMG WBHR &1 g SRt I ff R 51

The oldest municipality in South Asia was the Madras Municipality, which was created in the
17th century.

G201 TR St e QR ARUTTST HE ARUTferesT o, St 1741 raredt ¥ &+

It was a nominated body.

gg AHifbd b Tl

And at that time, the presidency towns had fairly empowered municipalities.

3R 39 g NS 218 &t TTRUIferhT HTHh! I=a At |

However, paradoxically, after the 73rd and 74th Amendments (establishing a framework for
local self-governance in rural and urban India, respectively), the situation deteriorated, even
though municipalities and corporations were constitutionalised.

BTl fageT a8 & o 739 SR 749 w=iter (S wmeivr 3R =16t R Y &1 & s
?) & 91e R fovre 7, Sefer TRuIfereTd $iR e Haurf=ie 57 7 3

This happened due to severe political competition, but also because of the apathy of
citizens.

Tg fufa g wreiifas ufeegt oik Amiet @t Serftar & FRu gs|

Democratic decentralisation in India has been a supply-driven reform measure; it has not
been demanded by the people.

%Wﬁﬁw%ﬁﬁaﬂmwanﬁmﬁww% 3 ST < T & U F T8 Sor
|

There have been no parliamentary elections or State elections that have been fought on the
issue of whether municipal elections are held, or on empowering municipalities.

FHlt 1t AT 1 fAUTIHT g9 39 e, W 61 IS T fob TRuTferest g1 8 a1
TRUIfcre13M &1 g=Ie fpar S|

Making governance of Indian cities more responsive

YR g3 & MR &1 AU IR 911

Is there a way where we can make the governance of Indian cities more responsive?
T Bls RIPT & [T §H HRAR G & RN B S IURGRN §1 Gav?

TRR: There is no way if the people do not demand it.

ASRSIR: TS AN AN T B4, Al BIS Ikl el gl

Today, in Bengaluru, we haven’t had (civic body) elections for almost 4-5 years.

3151 ST | TTHT 4-5 a9 § (FrTH) T1a TdT gU B

There is no recognition of the local government as a government.

R WHR B! WHR & U & T 781 ¢

Sadly, | believe that the people of India, and particularly urban people, are fairly ignorant
about the nitty-gritties of government.

39 &1 91 § b URd & T, faRiwex et anT, A &1 aRif6al I HI%T 3o ¢ |

| was once aghast when a respected IT entrepreneur in Bengaluru said that the Prime
Minister should take over the governance of the city.

Wﬁﬁmgwwwm&ﬁﬁm%w%wmwumaﬁqw
|

Even a 7th standard civics student ought to know that there are three levels of
government, and that there are gheres of governance.

T ATadl B&IT BT BF H o17aT ¢ fb I & fiF TR 81d & 3R 37 3fel-31enT &7 8ld B
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e Politics responds to the demands of the people.
TSI AT &t AT & SR ufdferar Gt g

o |f there was a demand from the people that local governments and local corporations be
strengthened, then they will be made strong.
e AT RIF TRDHR DI K S BI 7T DY, Al I F=Ierd b1 Sem|

o AM: We need to keep two things in mind.
TUH: gH &l STdl &1 & a1 g

e One is that this is less about making the Mayor more powerful and more about cutting back
the power of the Chief Minister’s Office.

g@ﬁ&gﬁ%%%ﬁ&mmmﬁﬁmwmﬁﬁﬁmm
SEI

e Second, we need to acknowledge that in many States, MLAs and MPs are ex-officio
members of the municipalities, and that essentially means that corporators and Mayors
become subordinates to their bigger political party bosses.

T8 1d fob %3 Il # faumae 3R Fide TRuTferbel & U Jaw gld B, FOrd 2R &R

UG U TS ISl & e 81 9§
¢ What do municipalities do in India?

YR § TRUAHTE T Bt 82
e Their revenue base is very small and their actual functions are also very limited.

b1 AT YR Tgd BIET § 3R I ar&ifaes Hrd +ff Hifera g1
e Most of the work is done by somebody else (such as bureaucrats and state-run agencies).

SR w1 farddt 3R gRT foran 9T § (SR sgRYshed 3R ISy TSR,
e Soitis less about fixing the role of the Mayor than about fixing the way in which the city is

governed.

ST g7 AR & AT 00 B ¥ 3 I8 © fob TeR 1 IR Y JURT S|
¢ | think we believed that the 74th Constitution Amendment would have fixed this.

T T T fos 74T AfauT A=Y 9 Sl HR G|
¢ It has failed to do so.

g U 3 # e @1 8

Is having a financially empowered, democratically elected autonomous Mayor a way
of improving governance of cities?

?Wwﬁm,mwﬁﬁwmﬁwwwﬁgwmm
?

o AM: We need to figure out how to decentralise financial allocations.
TTH: 5 U8 YUY 8N % fawiig sirdes &1 faddieor 4 fvar sl

e For example, even today, ward offices often struggle to secure the funds they need.
IR & forg, o7 f 918 wTata smavaed = U &= & fog oy avd g

e Inthe 1980s, in Hyderabad or Bombay, power was devolved to the ward level by transferring
monies.
1980 F TP T FEXEIE AR S T ¢ TXAARTT B A1 W B e af 78 |

e If they don’t give money, even within the municipal budgets, and if you don’t have local-level
decision-making structures, it’s just not going to happen.
g gofe T ¢ 7 foar ST iR R TR W fAofg WM 7 81, at I guR ¥9d 61 7

e Aslsaid, the idea that the 74th Constitution Amendment would fix this, failed.
ST B9 Fgl, 7491 AU I JUR 6] B GH|

e And the reason for that is that the 74th Amendment ignored and bypassed the political
reality.
3R 3D HRU TE & [ 749 TN 3 IeHad IRATADH A1 DI FoRsiE B &

e |t was introduced as if political reality doesn’t exist.
<9 U A1 T HAL AT IRdtaehdl § o el |

e So what we need to do to make this better is to start looking at the political reality of our
cities and figure out how to redesign things in each city, in each State.
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2oy g9 WERl &1 I arafadar o THHR 8- e 3R 8% AT | U &Y GH:
fEoTE FA F! SaAHd g

¢ TRR: Political realities can change dramatically.
AHRR: SIS TRAAH AT ATCHT ¥ Y J&d o gl

¢ You can see how politicians are able to whip up passions in both India and in the U.S.
3T G JHhd & f URA 3R SARPT & IoHar 58 U HSahT Iohd 8

o Certain things that we would never have thought thinkable, and which violate the Constitution,
are being now demanded by the public.
F3 T a1 off FHoft srpeuia off iR WU &1 Iccied HRl §, 3 SidT gIRT HFH off Xg! & |

o There are many hate messages, there is communalism, etc... and these are being pushed
forward as political agendas.
HS YUIT =T, AUGTRIGT 3fS ISTifdd Tolel & U H 3F g1 SR 3

e The same kind of passion is not there to push for a local government.

QMY THR P forw ¥ Hra=md el oire o el g

Debate on splitting or merging city corporations

e fAme & fauTS= a1 faeg w989

www.patrioticias.in

¢ Bengaluru is now being split into five corporations.
ST B 31 ur A & fauforg fsan s e 31
e Hyderabad is merging many civic bodies under one umbrella.
B3 ANRD bl Bl b Tt & ded [Iag B @18
e So one is trying to unify into a big bloc, another is trying to divide into five manageable blocs.
0 TP UER IS (b W UHIHR0T B 6T §, QORI 34 Urd Y=g saltep! o fauiforg = w18
e What do you feel about this?
3110 39 SR & 31 e 82
e TRR: They are all mala fide justifications only meant to create a fait accompli so that
elections can be postponed.
AR3R: A gt gufamyef sitferes § fore e srpivwdt &t fRufq 39 & forg fvar st 8
s gATa eTel St b |
e Every time Bengaluru has come up for an election, the government at that point develops a
great idea of either dividing or inte %ratmg the municipal corporation.

e +ff STTee | AT B IR 3T 7, TBR ATt e B fAHIRIT SR a1 TBlehd PR BT S
ICEIRESEREEIRIT

e The last municipal elections were postponed partly because of plans to expand the
Bangalore Mahanagara Palike into the BBMP.
fsd TR A FATa STAR AR uferd & fidtendt & fawaia & &1 9o & R
3ifR1eh U Y TTel T |

 Now, they are being postponed because politicians have discovered that the best way to
neutralise courts, which would otherwise be outraged and enforce conduct of elections, is to
play some game with delimitation.
31d 3 ST 2T S 3@ & b JIsiaratt = U & b srarard! ol MeuTdt a3 &1 9ad 3l
i1 BT (delimitation) F TY T HAT B

e Delhi is another huge disaster, because you should have had a separate dispensation for
Delhi, because there is no point in having a Delhi State-like structure with the Chief
Minister, and then in that same space compress a municipal system.
feeeht T ok o) THw § i feeredt & fory sramT car g+t =g o faeeht g Siedt
TEAT 3R I &F & U TRUTIIBT YUITelt &1 GaHT Sfd g

e Because, essentially, the Delhi Chief Minister could be the Mayor of Delhi, right?

e gd =0 § Reweht & gerwt & foweh & IR S 81 9 7

e S0, the political space should have been decluttered, but what happened there was that the
government did it with purely mala fide intentions to harass the then Chief Minister.

RIS R S TR a1 ST AT AT, s a1 I8 hadl gHIa-ITgul SITGT 3 fosar T
e And look at what is happening now. It is still a disaster.

3R 3l 1t g T TR S g2 B
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The Supreme Court passed a confusing order with respect to the division of powers between
the Union government and the Delhi government, and when a clarification to that was sought,
the Court kept postponing the case.
B 4 D% R G WPR & o fdadt & [T TR T U HA a1 ST e,
S BN T Tl SHETAd - AT I eTerd g1 3 e
Then the government changed, and the new government has withdrawn the case.
R PR Fd T8 3R T8 ISR ~ AHAT 09 o fera|
AM: It doesn’t matter whether you divide the city into five municipalities or three municipalities
or you add 20 more municipalities.
UUH: YER &) U WRUTferspral # §fe a1 = § a1 20 3R oS <, 399 Beb Ta) usdl|
The real issue is that whatever you do, if the Chief Minister’s office is controlling what
happens in the city and if your IAS officer is the more powerful person, then you will never
have the Mayor or the municipal system becoming active at all.
andfae TET I8 © o afe Tex & 81 & R e geref wratay ik argued it
AT B, O 7R 1 WRUTerehT youmTelt St Ffohdr T8 8t aret|
This is basically territory management by the Chief Minister’s office or, in a broader way, by
the Assembly.
Ig gaa: &F gee § S gereH Hrafay a1 e ©u § [y gy gRT fdar S g
This is not so much about governance and ease of governance.
g AN 3R YT T HTHST 31 el g
The expansion and contraction and division and subdivision is happening because of other
considerations.
R, Yga, faueH 3R Iu-fAUSH 3= HRUK ¥ fhe o1 R |
You don’t have a clear delineation of who is supposed to be doing what.
I8 WY 71 § b DI T BT
Everything is controlled by larger, com Ilcated mechanisms.
I $8 g9 MR sifed a3t g1 Fafd
That is the thing that we need to get rlght
7E! 98 S1d § SR Sl I BT SHTa=acha 31
Fixing the money problem is one part; fixing the people who are going to be in power for
each institution is key.
farita o &) $i BT Uh Ugq 8 TS TR T B Mfed A ERI 32 31 31 T 8|
It is important that we do something about our parastatals.
Ig Heaqul § % 89 30 IRReed TIHl R $3 He
They should not become so big and powerful and become autonomous agencies.
3 31 99 3R YfFTTH Biop= WA TR g} -1 M8 T
These are all things that need to be fixed for the Mayor to become visible.

3 gt 91 3MTIzaSD § I AR THE &1 I |
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China’s story of rural revitalisation

As China prepares to enter into its 15th five-year plan, considered to be the ‘consolidation and full implementation’ period of the goal to realise ‘socialist

modernisation’ by 2035, the efforts taken up by the administration for poverty alleviation and rural revitalisation are showing results

WORLD INSIGHT

Vighnesh P. Venkitesh

hinese President Xi Jinping,

while visiting Fuping County of

Hebei Province in his first year

as general secretary of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) in 2012,
had noted that eradication of poverty and
improving people’s livelihoods are
essential requirements of socialism. He
had called for close attention to people in
‘straitened circumstances’, noting that
“with confidence, barren clay can be
turned into gold”. The people of the
Xichou county in Yunnan province,
which was earlier a deserted rocky area,
calls this confidence to turn clay into gold
the Xichou spirit’, taking pride over their
accomplishment in regional
development, where they broke down
rocks with their bare hands, over the
years, to bring in greenery and improve
living conditions.

A stark divide?

China is a land of dichotomy. The country
run by the CPC under principles of
‘socialism with Chinese characteristics”
has embraced market economy and
state-led capitalism, which can be seen in
the urban landscape of the country with
its sprawling skyscrapers and brands,
both foreign and local, competing for
consumers. While urban China, with its
postmodern skyline of Shanghai and
vintage eloquence of Beijing, sprints
ahead in terms of development and
modernisation to make up the core of the
country’s economy, its countryside is a
quiet but strong testament to Chinese
socialism. As China prepares to enter into
its 15th five-year plan, considered to be
the “consolidation and full
implementation” period of the goal to
realise ‘socialist modernisation’ by 2035,
the efforts taken up by the administration
for poverty alleviation and rural
revitalisation are showing results.

In China, one can see a regional divide
in terms of development and
modernisation, with the eastern
provinces and cities being on par with
global business hubs and tourist
attractions alike while central and
western provinces lag behind. Provinces
like Guangdong (with special economic
zones in Shenzhen and Zhuhai which
directly benefitted from the reforms in
the late 1970s), Guanxi, and
provincial-level cities like Beijing and
Shanghai are popular destinations for
businesses and tourists; its facilities and
attractions providing opportunities for
both. But if one moves into the heart of
the country, the landscape begins to
change.

The progress of poverty programs
In Sichuan, home of the giant pandas
located near the heart of China, and
Yunnan bordering Vietnam and
Myanmar, one can see long, winding
roads leading to scattered towns and
counties. These towns are on an entirely
different plane of existence when
compared to Shenzhen or Shanghai.
Adorned with ‘lush mountains and lucid
waters’, which, in the words of Mr. Xi, is
the richest asset of a country, the calm
and slow-paced life in these towns makes
up the heart of China.

While the Chinese government stressed
on modernisation and development
during the decades following the opening
up of its economy under former President
Deng Xiaoping, poverty alleviation had
also received its fair share of attention.
Special poverty-relief institutions were set

up across the country in 1986 to
determine poor counties, and draw up
criteria for poverty alleviation measures.
A total of 273 counties were initially listed
as State-level impoverished counties,
which later rose to 328 in 1988. A
‘seven-year programme for lifting 80
million people out of poverty’ was
initiated in 1994. This was followed by the
‘outline for development-oriented
poverty alleviation for China’s rural areas’
in 2001. The outline noted that while the
number of existing State-level
impoverished counties in developed
coastal areas in the east had reduced to
zero, there was an increase in
impoverished counties in the central and
western areas. Between 2001 and 2010,
poverty headcount ratio dropped to 3.8%
from 10.2% while per capita net income of
farmers in key counties rose by an
average of 7.6%.

For rural towns and counties, like
Malipo and Jinping in Yunnan and
Panzhihua in Sichuan, which are
mountainous areas isolated from the
provincial capitals, development has had
to take the long road. However, they show
results of heavy investments in both
accessibility and sustainability. Windmills
propped up on high hill-tops which
appear to be churning the clouds are a
common sight along the roads in these
regions. Large investments were made by
the central government in these distant,
sparsely populated regions with the goal
to reach common prosperity, says Miao
Xin, vice-governor of Malipo county.
While 99% of land in the county is
mountainous and remote, the
government has tapped into its abundant

Scenic view: A windmill on top of a hill in Panzhihua in the Sichuan province, China.

natural resources. The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has provided assistance to the
county since 1992, undertakings projects
in areas such as basic living needs,
education, and healthcare. According to
Mr. Xin, the central government has also
set up enterprises to promote job
opportunities. He stated that the county
has been free from extreme poverty since
2020 with an annual disposable income
0f 9,000 RMB per person.

The spirit of the people

While government investments and
projects have played a huge role in the
upliftment of the regions, the role of the
people is equally important. The Jiwozhai
village in Ma’andi township of Jinping
county in Yunnan tells one such tale of
people’s cooperation. Located nearly 150
km away from the county centre at an
altitude of nearly 1,300 m from sea level,
the village is home to ancient tea trees.
Local people believe that these trees, with
the oldest ones being around for nearly
800 years, bring prosperity to those who
touch it and are the main income source
for the village.

Here the Yizhuolan ancient tea
production and marketing professional
cooperative, established in 2014, runs
business. Local people work part-time in
the collection and processing of the tea
leaves. According to Su Yuan Hui, head of
the cooperative, the tea leaves are sold in
domestic markets and are exported to
countries like France, Japan, and
Vietnam. The cooperative has five private
shareholders along with 2.8 million RMB
investments from the provincial
government and Shanghai municipality in

an example of inter-provincial
cooperation model where developed
regions from eastern China send
investments and human resources to aid
the western provinces. The annual
revenue of the cooperative stands at
1,60,000 to 1,80,000 RMB and the profits
are split between the shareholders, with
the village committee getting a share
which is distributed to the villagers where
the average household income is nearly
30,000 RMB per year, says Mr. Su. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has also
assisted in the setting up of the
tea-processing factory with interest-free
loans, he says.

With poverty alleviation measures
having shown results in improving basic
living conditions, China is slowly shifting
its focus to accelerating rural
revitalisation. In January this year, the
central committee of the CPC released the
‘Rural comprehensive revitalisation plan”
which aims at tackling existing major
rural issues by 2027. It focuses on
enhancing agricultural output to secure
food security while boosting the
prosperity of rural communities, closing
the urban-rural income gap, and
developing infrastructure.

Other than the serene nature and
exciting landscape, what makes rural
China standout is the spirit of people.
Travelling along the slopes through long
stilt passes at a height of more than 200
metres make the villages look tiny — until
the realisation strikes that the will of the
same people in these tiny villages has
played its part in holding up the stilts.

The writer is in China at the invitation of
the China Public Diplomacy association.

THE GIST

v

While urban China, with its
postmodern skyline of
Shanghai and vintage
eloquence of Beijing, sprints
ahead in terms of development
and modemisation to make up
the core of the country’s
economy, its countryside is a
quiet but strong testament to
Chinese socialism.

v

While the Chinese government
stressed on modernisation and
development during the
decades following the opening
up of its economy under
former President Deng.
Xiaoping, poverty alleviation
had also received its fair share
of attention.

v

In January this year, the central
committee of the CPC released
the ‘Rural comprehensive
revitalisation plan’ which aims
at tackling existing major rural
issues by 2027.
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China’s story of rural revitalisation

o Ft I gSifa B HeT

Xi Jinping, poverty eradication, and China’s regional development divide

RUREEITH

T S, SR A BT S R RuTe

Chinese President Xi Jinping, while visiting Fuping County of Hebei Province in his first
year as general secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) in 2012, had noted that
eradication of poverty and improving people’s livelihoods are essential requirements of

socialism.

=i foFftiT 3 2012 & WdRA & Herafie & U H 30 Ugd 98 H ¥9S Wid &
BT HIEE B AET b GRI BT U b TRYs I 3R AT o Sia -3k H YR THTSETG
T gd I ¢ |
He had called for close attention to people in ‘straitened circumstances’, noting that “with
confidence, barren clay can be turned into gold”.
S5 Bie uRFRATIT T 367 aTd AT TR & & BT MM o AT 3R FeT o1 & fayra
& Iy or ) 3t ot IR A sga ST aSar g1
The people of the Xichou county in Yunnan province, which was earlier a deserted rocky
area, call this confidence to turn clay into gold the ‘Xichou spirit’, taking pride over their
accomplishment in regional development, where they broke down rocks with their bare hands,
over the years, to bring in greenery and improve living conditions.

A Uid & W P& &b N 59 3R o) <=t Ruf¥e g €, STeT ued guiar dor &
T 3R IBi I d =1 BT § T e givamelt iR dgar sita-1-fRufear faws e &

A stark divide?
T TSP AT fATs 82

China is a land of dichotomy.

4 faRemvm &t Yy 21

The country run by the CPC under principles of ‘socialism with Chinese characteristics’
has embraced market economy and state-led capitalism, which can be seen in the urban
landscape of the country with its sprawling skyscrapers and brands, both foreign and local,
competing for consumers.

A+t fareait arel wHTSTaTG & Risidl TR e are Wi Geiierd 39 aeiR srdferaw
3R Irey-Frafa Yoftare o1 =1 g1 8, SR 59 wgst &Fff & TRFgHE suRal 3R fagef-
R Figt 31 ufeeguf # S o 9o 7|

While urban China, with its postmodern skyline of Shanghai and vintage eloquence of
Beijing, sprints ahead in terms of development and modernisation to make up the core of the
country’s economy, its countryS|de is a quiet but strong testament to Chinese socialism.

STET RMUTS 1 YD WhIsars iR HifenT &t Udeie Jezar aren et 94 fawr sk
YB3 Sga B, 9 ArHior 1 FHISTE BT id ] Aofgd IeTeRu |

As China prepares to enter into its 15th five-year plan, considered to be the “consolidation
and full implementation” period of the goal to realise ‘socialist modernisation’ by 2035, the
efforts taken up by the administration for poverty alleviation and rural revitalisation are
showing results.

%ﬂ?ala'amfrwa'daaﬁmﬁwawﬁmmw% S 2035 9% THTSIATS!
' I HRA BT “THS MR YU Srafaaq= &1 g1 Sl 7, 3R U= o
mmﬁmgﬂ%ﬁq@?ﬁ%ww&n@%

In China, one can see a regional divide in terms of development and modernisation, with the
eastern provinces and cities being on par with global business hubs and tourist attractions
alike while central and western provinces lag behind.

9 A fasr iR snyfaiavur & Yo & ue ety sRyarar faewdt § — df wid oiv 2reR
gmmwmﬁﬁmwwmw%mmeﬁzmm%wm
|
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e Provinces like Guangdong (with special economic zones in Shenzhen and Zhuhai which

directly benefitted from the reforms in the late 1970s), Guanxi, and provincial-level cities like
Beijing and Shanghai are popular destinations for businesses and tourists; its facilities and
attractions provide opportunities for both.
TARTSINT SI¥Y Uid (STe1 Rl 31k & faiy anffes &= 2 Rl 1970 & o2& & Sfa
JURY BT Y IoTaT), AR, 3R AT TUT RFETg O Y-k [eR a9 3R Wied &
UHE $% 5|

e But if one moves into the heart of the country, the landscape begins to change.

AT S € B1S T &b Wit & § W11 ], T deo ST 2|

The progress of poverty programs in China

o4 o TR Srfwat ot wifa

¢ In Sichuan, home of the giant pandas located near the heart of China, and Yunnan bordering
Vietnam and Myanmar, one can see long, winding roads leading to scattered towns and
counties.
o & gad & U faua uist aral & Rigema ok fagd 7 =R @ @ d g § o,
YHTAER TS oy waal 3R w13fedl as St 51
e These towns are on an entirely different plane of existence when compared to Shenzhen or
Shanghai.
3 HW A 3R 318 F faepa e TR O veltd 81 &
o Adorned with ‘lush mountains and lucid waters’, which, in the words of Mr. Xi, is the richest
asset of a country, the calm and slow-paced life in these towns makes up the heart of China.
8- 18 vt 3R WS wer, SR =2 REfi ox ot wed 9} Yufy Fed €, 37 Sl &
I 3R AT S T B 311 ST B
e While the Chinese government stressed on modernisation and development during the
decades following the opening up of its economy under former President Deng Xiaoping,
poverty alleviation had also received its fair share of attention.
gd Tyt 3 RETSAiRT & o ITRIHRU & 918 9H WHR 7 YD B0 iR o IR
SR fean, afed TS S=ga= & ot a1 5 T8 e
e Special poverty-relief institutions were set up across the country in 1986 to determine poor
counties, and draw up criteria for poverty alleviation measures.
1986 T TR H fIRT TRIS-Ie TR R H1 172, o RIS Hr3feat &t ugaH iR Iurat
& AFS (i sl |
o Atotal of 273 counties were initially listed as State-level impoverished counties, which later
rose to 328 in 1988.
BT H 273 BISTET IoT-TR TR G &1 773, I 1988 T IgHR 328 B TS|
e A ‘seven-year programme for lifting 80 million people out of poverty’ was initiated in
1994.
1994 ¥ ‘8 HIIS AN ®I TR A TR fABTe- *1 wra-avfa srdsww = fovar T
e This was followed by the ‘outline for development-oriented poverty alleviation for
China’s rural areas’ in 2001.
P 915 2001 T A & unftor &= ® fapri-g@ Wdt 3@ ot Twar an &l w|
e The outline noted that while the number of existing State-level impoverished counties in
developed coastal areas in the east had reduced to zero, there was an increase in
impoverished counties in the central and western areas.
39 w0l H o1 1 b ydf e adta & & ITou-wrkia Wie sefed &) g g 8
o, AfcrT weg 3R ufedt &= & 9fs e T |
e Between 2001 and 2010, poverty headcount ratio dropped to 3.8% from 10.2% while per
capita net income of farmers in key counties rose by an average of 7.6%.

2001 & 2010 & 1T TRIeT UFIRIT 10.2% | GeHR 3.8% 1 T 3R UG H13fedt & fami ot
U afad 3ma & 3T 7.6% &1 gf g5l

e For rural towns and counties, like Malipo and Jinping in Yunnan and Panzhihua in Sichuan,
which are mountainous areas isolated from the provincial capitals, development has had to
take the long road.
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gA™ & Arferat R R, qur Rgem & wfgsn S uddi sik R el § s
Tl 3R B W/ B
However, they show results of heavy investments in both accessibility and sustainability.

el 37 a1 & uga AR wad fier & yR) R & aRomm R 2d 2

Windmills propped up on high hill-tops which appear to be churning the clouds are a common
sight along the roads in these regions.

& veIfsdl R @ fasfira, St areal & churn &Rd ¥ Ui 81 &, 37 831 § SiH 0 g
Large investments were made by the central government in these distant, sparsely
populated regions with the goal to reach common prosperity, says Miao Xin, vice-governor
of Malipo county.

HIferat & IU-TTaR Fr3mait RA & SR 37 R 3R HH SIS ard &3 § e IRPR
= T 'Fl'ﬂ'@ (common prosperity) P I ¥ g8 9w feu|

While 99% of land in the county is mountainous and remote, the government has tapped into
its abundant natural resources.

TET foret @t 99% HfY Ui IR R §, TWHR A 3D WP ad TATY &7 ITANT faan g1
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has provided assistance to the county since 1992,
undertaking projects in areas such as basic living needs, education, and healthcare.

1992 T TSI TATETd U B3 F TETaal H T 2, R qaryed ATavasart, Riaf, 3k
WA S &3 o gRae =i ¢ |

According to Mr. Xin, the central government has also set up enterprises to promote job
opportunities.

9t R & 3R, $% WHR 7 AR 3aWR d¢MH & foru I wIfd fHu 3|

He stated that the county has been free from extreme poverty since 2020 with an annual
disposable income of 9,000 RMB per person.

IBI T o T8 B 2020 F S TR | o ¢ 3R U arfda Suasy afiies sma
9,000 3RTH ¢ |

The §pirit of the people

CARNCEI

While government investments and projects have played a huge role in the upliftment of the
regions, the role of the people is equally important.

oigl TR M SR ufkdiorrelt = &5 & I & 7t yftrept FurE B, adt dri &Y yftret oft
a1 & Hgwayut g

The Jiwozhai village in Ma’andi township of Jinping county in Yunnan tells one such tale
of people’s cooperation. ]

A & FoAftT S8 & araist erealm &1 fraiwrg g anil & g & Gl 81 U6
EIRIECIIN]

Located nearly 150 km away from the county centre at an altitude of nearly 1,300 m from sea
level, the village is home to ancient tea trees.

HTICT HE T AT 150 FHft R 3R g Ia I TTHT 1,300 Hex 31 SaE R f¥yq ag Mia
U 9T gel FT R B |

Local people believe that these trees, with the oldest ones being around for nearly 800 years,
bring prosperity to those who touch it and are the main income source for the village

R AT A € b 3 ga, R T8 A a4 800 9 R €, THig A1 §

BT 3T BT HId g

Here the Yizhuolan ancient tea production and marketing professional cooperative,
established in 2014, runs business.

TgT 2014 T W1 Rrgsitar urh= 9 Idme- iR fauve weer Sanfea gt §1
Local people work part-time in the collection and processing of the tea leaves.

R AR 917 Uil & g SR YRIRBRO1 H UIc-cigd $1 $d g

According to Su Yuan Hui, head of the cooperative, the tea leaves are sold in domestic
markets and are exported to countries like France, Japan, and Vietham.

TEHRI T G YA §8 P IR, TG Ui e aoiRl & faehdl § iR Wi, Sirare iR
foga=m S <= ! fafa gt €1
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o The cooperative has five private shareholders along with 2.8 million RMB investments
from the provincial government and Shanghai municipality in an example of inter-
provincial cooperation model where developed regions from eastern China send
investments and human resources to aid the western provinces.
eI # urd fAeh RYRS § MR Uidig TWHR g Y18 TRuTferspT ¥ 2.8 ffera RmB
a1 U1 &, S SfeR-Hida HgaiT Aisd &1 3aTeR0 gl

e The annual revenue of the cooperative stands at 1,60,000 to 1,80,000 RMB and the profits
are split between the shareholders, with the village committee getting a share which is
distributed to the villagers where the average household income is nearly 30,000 RMB per
year, says Mr. Su.

I 31T 1,60,000—1,80,000 RMB & 31 TATHI TRYURD! H diel ST §, Safd
a1 ftfa &1 firem aran i igarfyat o faafva fasan Smar 8 ok Sird arffes @R 3ma
TRTHT 30,000 RMB B

e The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has also assisted in the setting up of the tea-processing
factory with interest-free loans, he says.

d HEd ¢ b Fa=T WaTerd 3 9 YRR o] AT &y H <aTel o BT SaR Hag di g

o With poverty alleviation measures having shown results in improving basic living conditions,
China is slowly shifting its focus to accelerating rural revitalisation.

TRIe I IUR ¥ Gayd sita- fRufadl § JUR i@ & 918 9 3d areftor gestfa &t
IS B W A S T

e In January this year, the central committee of the CPC released the ‘Rural comprehensive
revitalisation plan’ which aims at tackling existing major rural issues by 2027.

39 a9 st d SRR @1 Sl afafa 7 smftor I geasitas g SR &, o d&d
2027 TF UTHIUT THRIATSHT BT FHTH BRAT 5 |

e |t focuses on enhancing agricultural output to secure food security while boosting the
prosperity of rural communities, closing the urban-rural income gap, and developing
infrastructure.

Tg TS P IUTG ST WTel GR&MT, THivr T &) gqfe Tom, Med-arior ama
SR FH H 3R FIREFR IS R Hd

e Other than the serene nature and exciting landscape, what makes rural China standout is the
spirit of people.

i Ui AR YR Y-2% & Harar urHior 9 &1 fafRiy st 8 a8 & Al &t e 3R
Tedrl

¢ Travelling along the slopes through long stilt passes at a height of more than 200 metres
make the villages look tiny — until the realisation strikes that the will of the same people in
these tiny villages has played its part in holding up the stilts.

200 Hiex ¥ 31 Hars W T Reee AN § oRd §U T BIC A § — Afde th Tgar™
BIT © fob 38t B Tifdl & Tt o) geaTRIfaRT A 371 Sl ! ol qwiTet X&T &

GS Paper lI: Polity
TOPICS COVERED | 05 December
1.

Assam Minister and tribal body meet amid row over ST tag for 6 communities

6 TSI B ST & 31 W faare & diu erqw w=t 3R wwidig fAera 1 6%

Powers to EC to conduct simultaneous polls not excessive

TSP 1Y H1d FIM & fore i ) & 718 wfaar sraafdre T8
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Minister says 4.8 crore cases are pending in lower courts

A A gt fos Al sreradl | 4.8 HRIS AW wfad &

Supreme Court to review clause in 2025 Order that contradicts Assam Accord

GHH DI 2025 M T H AN BT fARTY HI 10 UG BT JHET S0

SC declines to halt demolitions in Bareilly, asks residents to move HC
WA B A Il # g™ B BRaATS AP+ A PR fhar, Rl 3 18 #1d 91 3t
Dol

Freeze and thaw

wiw 3R fae=

Assam Minister and tribal
body meet amid row over
ST tag for 6 communities

State’s existing Scheduled Tribes are opposed to the addition of more communities on the Assam
ST list unless the ﬁovemment guarantees that their rights and privileges are not encroached upon

The Hindu Bureau posed to adding more com-
GUWAHATI munities to Assam’s ST list,
unless the government
guarantees that their rights

ssam’s Tribal Af-
A fairs Minister Ranoj

Pegu met the lead-
ers of the Coordination
Committee of Tribal Or-
ganisations, Assam
(CCTOA), on Thursday
amid a row over the grant-
ing of Scheduled Tribe (ST)
status to six communities.

On November 29, the
State government tabled
an interim report of a
Group of Ministers (GoM)
in the Assembly with re-
commendations to grant
ST status to the Adivasi or
“Tea Tribes”, Chutia,
Koch-Rajbongshi, Matak,
Moran, and Tai Ahom
communities. The report
sparked anger among the
14 tribes currently in the
State ST list, primarily the
Bodos, the largest plains
tribal group in the
Northeast.

Mr. Pegu, who heads the
three-member GoM, said
the focus of his meeting
with the CCTOA leaders at
the State Secretariat was
on the recommendations

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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| No further inclusion =~ /S :

[ any
community into ST j{
of Assam
_Cero,

Withdraw the Constitution
ST order amendment

Bill 2019 from Rajya Sabha

| ccroa

Tribals protesting against Assam govt.s decision to grant ST status
to six more communities, at Sonapur in Kamrup district. FILE PHOTO

on granting ST status to the
six communities.

“I explained the recom-
mendations given by the
GoM and the measures
proposed to safeguard the
rights of existing Sche-
duled Tribes,” he said in a
post on X.

Expert panel

The Minister said that he
requested the CCTOA lead-
ers to read chapters 5 and
6 of the report together.
“The CCTOA informed
(me) that, based on our
clarifications, they will

form an expert committee
and submit their report
within a month,” Mr. Pegu
said.

The GoM’s interim re-
port recommends a three-
tier classification of STs -
ST (Plains), ST (Hills), and
ST (Valley).

While the ST (Plains)
and the ST (Hills) continue
to cover the existing tribal
communities residing in
the plains and the hills, the
ST (Valley) will cover the
six communities eyeing the
tribal tag.

The State’s tribes are op-

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

and privileges are not en-
croached upon.

All Bodo Students’ Un-
ion president Dipen Boro
said Assam’s existing 45
lakh tribals would be
swamped out if “2 crore
advanced people are im-
posed” on the existing
tribes. “We reject the GoM
report,” he said.

“You cannot differen-
tiate the tribals. The go-
vernment decision will af-
fect the existing tribals,”
CCTOA leader Aditya
Khaklari said.

The GoM report said,
“This arrangement will be
in tune with the resolution
of the Assam Assembly that
the six communities be re-
cognised as STs without af-
fecting the rights and privi-
leges of the present tribal
communities. ST (Valley)
will be the Scheduled Tribe
for all purposes except that
it will not affect the rights
and privileges enjoyed by
the present tribal commun-
ities.”
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Assam Minister and tribal body meet amid row over ST tag for 6 communities

6 YS! & ST 3 31 W fare & diw erqw w3t 3k eI fema ot d5&

e State’s existing Scheduled Tribes are opposed to the addition of more communities on the
Assam ST list unless the government guarantees that their rights and privileges are not
encroached upon. ]

o B HISGT SrFYfRId SSTfadl (Scheduled Tribes) 3/ ST gt # 3R 34 T e
e o1 faviy a= Te! €, 59 db b WBHR T8 TR 781 <at fop I SfUPR SR
faRWIfY® R (rights and privileges) &1 3ifagHuT 78T I

e Assam’s Tribal Affairs Minister Ranoj Pegu met the leaders of the Coordination
Committee of Tribal Organisations, Assam (CCTOA), on Thursday amid a row over the
granting of Scheduled Tribe (ST) status to six communities.

3T & SITSITA ATHE! & WAt IS W] A BAR B ISR HHET 3% grsad
STFTSSIRI, 3RTH (CCTOA) & Aarsil I AIHhId $i, B THEH! DI SIfd ST (ST)
BT Golt & DI AHX OIRT [4d1G & S |

e On November 29, the State government tabled an interim report of a Group of Ministers

(GoM) in the Assembly with recommendations to grant ST status to the Adivasi or “Tea
Tribes”, Chutia, Koch-Rajbongshi, Matak, Moran, and Tai Ahom communities.

29 TdER B mwﬁﬁwwﬁm%w(eomaﬁwmﬁuﬁﬁmﬁ
g enfeardt ar «ama wienfar, gfear, Sra-teeiTeh, Arde, 4R 3R a1 e el
DI ST &oll o1 B RIBIRRS ff|

o The report sparked anger among the 14 tribes currently in the State ST list, primarily the
Bodos, the largest plains tribal group in the Northeast.
fRare 3 3= #t ST T A wfira 14 wenfaay, v fel—a yaiR &1 Jad 981 Al
ST Tg 83— s T T o feaT|

e Mr. Pegu, who heads the three-member GoM, said the focus of his meeting with the CCTOA
leaders at the State Secretariat was on the recommendations on granting ST status to the six
communities.

it 97, St F-TG=T GoM F THw €, 3 Hel fob o Tfrarerd & CCTOA araft & Ty It
Y% BT % B8 TSI BT ST Goll o Bt RGN TR T

o “| explained the recommendations given by the GoM and the measures proposed to
safeguard the rlghts of existing Scheduled Tribes,” he said in a post on X.

IEH X W GRe B Fal, “BY GoM gRT &1 TS RymTRET 3R HiofeT SafRrd sl &
&mﬁz&nﬁsﬁumﬁamﬁmw

Expert panel

e The Minister said that he requested the CCTOA leaders to read chapters 5 and 6 of the
report together.

T 3 weT i I CcCTOA arsii @ Ruld & sreard 5 3R 6 HI 1Y T U &1 3R fowa |
¢ “The CCTOA informed (me) that, based on our clarifications, they will form an expert
committee and submit their report within a month,” Mr. Pegu said.
ot O 4 g1, “CCTOA = (T3 JarT fob gURI WidHRUN o YR W d U fa=iug aftfa
T 3R TP A & HiaR 3ot RUId uqd &1
o The GoM’s interim report recommends a three-tier classification of STs — ST (Plains), ST
(HI||S) and ST (Valley).
g%/l) o} 3l RO STs &1 F-wary aeffewor ganch § - sT @A), ST (UeTd), 3R ST
( I
¢ While the ST (Plains) and the ST (Hills) continue to cover the existing tribal communities
residing in the plains and the hills, the ST (Valley) will cover the six communities eyeing the
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tnbal tag.

SET ST (ASF) 3R ST (UBTSY) e 3R UgTal &1 H Xg- are HiS[el SIS SHaral &
M HA -7, Tel ST (UTEY) 37 B8 Y[ B HaR B Sl ST 71 BT AR S B 8

The State’s tribes are opposed to adding more communities to Assam’s ST list unless the
government guarantees that their rights and privileges are not encroached upon.

STl SR @1 ST gl | 3R THeR Sie- &1 fakiy &R 61 §, 9d I [ TWHR
WMsﬁvﬁﬁuﬁWaﬁﬁi&nﬁwqﬁ%m
All Bodo Students’ Union president Dipen Boro said Assam’s existing 45 lakh tribals would
be swamped out if “2 crore advanced people are imposed” on the existing tribes. “We reject
the GoM report,” he said.

3T SIS! TSy i & el faU=T Joro 1 8T b SRTH & HI[GT 45 ARG SITSTIaal Bl
T R a1 ST I HiSlel ool | 2 HS A @NT 419 T U 1" =5 Fel, “gH
GoM R ®I SRAIPR S g I”

“You cannot differentiate the tribals. The government decision will affect the existing tribals,”
CCTOA leader Aditya Khaklari said.

CCTOA T 3Tfeed WIHATRY = FHgl, “3ITT SoMiad § NGHTT Tg! HR Tdbd | TRHR PI (kg
AISaT ST & guIfad S|
The GoM report said, “This arrangement will be in tune with the resolution of the Assam
Assembly that the six communities be recognised as STs without affecting the rights and
privileges of the present tribal communities.

GoM RUlE A &g1, “gg a1 37 YT & WRa1d & &0 gnft, o we1 T g &
B8 YS! &I ST & U T AT &t 9, 1 Hiejal e SHer & URPRI 3R
faRuTitreRY & guifad feur
ST (Valley) will be the Scheduled Tribe for all purposes except that it will not affect the
rights and pnwleges enjoyed by the present tribal communities.”

ST (a1dh) Tft It & forw srggfara wienfa grm, Riarg 59 % g8 Hisar SHedg gqeral
SR U SR 3R faRiwifire Rl &1 guifad =8t s
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Powers to EC to conduct
simultaneous polls not
excessive, says law panel

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The proposed power to the
Election Commission in a
Bill that seeks to lay a legal
framework to hold simulta-
neous polls to the Lok Sab-
ha and State Assemblies is
not excessive, the Law
Commission is learnt to
have told a parliamentary
committee on Thursday.
The law panel top brass
briefed the Joint Commit-
tee of Parliament examin-
ing the Bills on simultane-
ous elections. During the
briefing, members said the
law panel also noted that
the Constitution amend-
ment Bill does not require
ratification by at least 50%
of the State Assemblies to
come into force.
Opposition MPs ques-
tioned the Law Commis-
sion officials on the consti-

= -
2
£
ib
‘f 1‘ b i
Opposition MPs questioned Law Commiission officials on the
constitutionality of the simultaneous polls Bill. FILE PHOTO

tutionality and adherence
to the federal spirit in the
Bill. The Law Commission
officials were not able to
give a satisfactory answer,
an MP claimed. Another
MP said voters are the basis
of democracy and elec-
tions at regular intervals
strengthen it.

According to an opinion
of the Commission, it has
“not even an iota of doubt”

that the proposed Article
82A(5) does not suffer from
excessive delegation. The
power conferred upon the
EC to recommend post-
ponement of elections is
neither arbitrary nor un-
bounded, rather it flows
naturally from the plenary
constitutional  authority
vested in the EC under Ar-
ticle 324, the law panel
said.

Powers to EC to conduct simultaneous polls not excessive

TP 1Y TG HIF & fore 5341 & & 718 wfeaar srafes T8

Powers to EC to conduct simultaneous polls not excessive, says law panel
TSP 1Y AT A & fore 3t o) idaar srafiies =8} €, 1 U9 3 el

The proposed power to the Election Commission in a Bill that seeks to lay a legal framework
to hold simultaneous polls to the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies is not excessive, the Law
Commission is learnt to have told a parliamentary committee on Thursday.

AHIUT 3R I fIemaursit & oY T AT FATd HRIA &1 ST eral TR HRA ard
fadae § frafa smai & yRaTfda fdaar siafis T8 §, U8 910 S SN 3 THaR &I
T SO I & 91s

The law panel top brass briefed the Joint Committee of Parliament examining the Bills on
simultaneous elections.

HT Ud & 2N UGG 3 g Bt wgad fifa &1, S T 1y gAmal R [A9ges! ot
S R @) &, TIFBRI Al

During the briefing, members said the law panel also noted that the Constitution amendment
Bill does not require ratification by at least 50% of the State Assemblies to come into force.

SifthTT & SR, Ta! - Fel [ S U - g8 o Ieora e [ wfum d=iem fadas o
TuTd 817 & N 0 I FH 50% Tsa faem=auisit gRT srgHied &1 saxaedl el g |

Opposition MPs questioned the Law Commission officials on the constitutionality and
adherence to the federal spirit in the Bill.

fauer & wive = fadas & wawfwar Sik Tt WTa=T & 1A &1 AdR ST STaRT &
S{ferepTRET & Fara fbu|
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The Law Commission officials were not able to give a satisfactory answer, an MP claimed.
TS TS A ara1 {61 fos S MRt & SRGR Ydivee Sfard ol ¢ 9 |

Another MP said voters are the basis of democracy and elections at regular intervals
strengthen it.
gm%ﬁm%m%ﬁﬁam YR § SR AT 3faRTd W g-1a 39 Holgd HRd

|

According to an opinion of the Commission, it has “not even an iota of doubt” that the
proposed Article 82A(5) does not suffer from excessive delegation.

TN &1 I & TR, S0 “TR1 U T Tt b vRaifad ergede 82A(5) H Srafiss wfdaal
P AR B AT e 5|

The power conferred upon the EC to recommend postponement of elections is neither
arbitrary nor unbounded, rather it flows naturally from the plenary constitutional authority
vested in the EC under Article 324, the law panel said.

BT U9 A el [ A9 R H7 Bt w1 B3 &7 IR of 330t ! fear man g, ag =
T § 3R 7 8 SR, Sfees U8 Srgede 324 & dgd 4t &I Ugd ol daenf e sifter 3
Wifas F0 ¥ 30 giaT g |
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Supreme Court to review
clause in 2025 Order that
contradicts Assam Accord

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought the
Centre’s response to a plea
challenging the constitu-
tionality of a provision that
allows persecuted religious
minorities from Afghanis-
tan, Pakistan, and Bangla-
desh who entered India
without a passport or valid
documents before Decem-
ber 31, 2024, to stay on in
Assam.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant issued formal notice
to the Centre on the plea
filed by the Asom Gana
Parishad (AGP), represent-
ed by senior advocate
Jayant Bhushan and advo-
cate Rahul Pratap, chal-
lenging Clause 3(l)(e) of the
Immigration and Foreign-
ers (Exemption) Order
2025 as violative of the As-
sam Accord.

AGP says it has
indirectly legalised
illegal immigration
into Assam after
March 1971 cut-off

The Accord, meant to
halt the influx of people
from Bangladesh, required
foreigners who had en-
tered Assam on or after
March 25, 1971 to be identi-
fied and deported. The in-
tent of the Assam Accord
was made explicit through
the insertion of Section 6A
into the Citizenship Act,
1955. Section 6A barred ci-
tizenship to immigrants
who entered Assam after
March 25, 1971.

“The rationale behind
the Assam Accord was to
preserve the demography
and to promote the cultu-
ral, social and linguistic
identities and heritage of
Assamese people by con-

stitutional and legislative
safeguard. Any attempt to
extend the cut-off date
from March 24, 1971 to De-
cember 31, 2024 would be
violative of the constitu-
tional, legislative and statu-
tory protection accorded
to the people of Assam un-
der the Assam Accord,” the
AGP submitted.

The AGP argued that
Clause 3(1)(e) of the 2025
Order has rendered the
cut-off date in the Assam
Accord otiose. It has indi-
rectly legalised illegal im-
migration into Assam after
March 1971. The clause has
also violated Section 6A,
which was upheld by a
Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court in October
last year.

The petition submitted
that the clause ignored the
point that Section 6A
would override “all other
provisions of law for the
time being in force™.

Supreme Court to review clause in 2025 Order that contradicts Assam Accord

W BIE 2025 MR T 3T GHSN BT fARIY HIA A4 YA Bt THIGT B

e Supreme Court to review clause in 2025 Order that contradicts Assam Accord
3RTH TG BT FARYe A aTet 2025 TSR P WY BT THIET oA BIE BT

e The Supreme Court on Wednesday sought the Centre’s response to a plea challenging the
constitutionality of a provision that allows persecuted religious minorities from Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and Bangladesh who entered India without a passport or valid documents before
December 31, 2024, to stay on in Assam.

U B A FUIR B Bg I I ATIST W STaTd A GH T Uae &t Saur-asar o v

3T 2, S P, Ui 3R Sivare s ¥ Iafifsa enfifer sreusiane! &1, 5t 31

?ﬂ'\:ig\rzouﬁuﬁmmz‘m%umﬁﬁ% URA H U R 7Y ¥, 39H F g+ B 3Hd
|

¢ A Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant issued formal notice to the Centre on
the plea filed by the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), represented by senior advocate Jayant
Bhushan and advocate Rahul Pratap, challenging Clause 3(I)(e) of the Immigration and
Foreigners (Exemption) Order 2025 as violative of the Assam Accord.
YRA & G A= d $id &1 egerar arell U = 3RI| 701 UiRug (AGP) §RT GRR
BT W H% &I e SIRY fhar| g arfadsT aRy siftraddr srad Yuor iR Hfgad Igd
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TaTY gRT ufafafia o1 18, Sad SRR U BRAY (Trmr) 318 2025 1 URT 3(1)(e)
P AFH FHSNA BT Ioeig g gU gl 1 7 B

The Accord, meant to halt the influx of people from Bangladesh, required foreigners who had
entered Assam on or after March 25, 1971 to be identified and deported.

g queiIdT, foTeT 3520 TIaATe=T ¥ AN & TA=T HI A1 AT, & d8d 25 HTd 1971 T 39D
1 3EH H YA B3 aTel ARl &1 UgaH o I MaiRid S sfa=de ol

The intent of the Assam Accord was made explicit through the insertion of Section 6A into
the Citizenship Act, 1955. Section 6A barred citizenship to immigrants who entered Assam
after March 25, 1971.

3T T & 3T DI WY Fd gU ARTRGar ARIFaw, 1955 T 1RT 6A WSt 71, fo 25
T 1971 & 918 3H & YA B a1 WAl &I ANTRSGT o UR A M 4|

“The rationale behind the Assam Accord was to preserve the demography and to promote
the cultural, social and linguistic identities and heritage of Assamese people by
constitutional and legislative safeguard. Any attempt to extend the cut-off date from March
24, 1971 to December 31, 2024 would be violative of the constitutional, legislative and
statutory protection accorded to the people of Assam under the Assam Accord,” the AGP
submitted.

AGP 3 TRgd e fo “3ram Tueiid &1 ddb 3| & ATl & SHITRSTPY, Fipiad, ATHTTS
3R HTYTS UgaT aul faRTea &1 Yaute SR faemd TR ue o JRIET TG UT| Fe-
3T fafy o1 24 ATH 1971 F TR 31 AR 2024 FHAT 3T JHINA & ded 3GH B A
! feu T gaune, faurh ok Tidene TRem &1 I gl

The AGP argued that Clause 3(l)(e) of the 2025 Order has rendered the cut-off date in the

Assam Accord otiose. It has indirectly legalised illegal immigration into Assam after March
1971.

AGP 3 dd faaT fa 2025 M= &1 4RT 3(1)(e) 7 3T AN H Rufid pe-3ifw fafy &
ST ST e 81 S99 AT 1971 & 916 o H 3¢ Ueei &1 SUce U I 9y & fear
TR

The clause has also violated Section 6A, which was upheld by a Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court in October last year.

=Y YT 7 URT 6A HT ot IewreH fvan 7, B furod af sragar & gofin &1 &) wfaur dis
A SRHIR TG T

The petition submitted that the clause ignored the point that Section 6A would override “all
other provisions of law for the time being in force”.

rferdsT B &gl 7T fh 5T WY A 39 T &I ToRsiars a1 § fs 4RI 6A “I9 THg A at
3 BT & YIGHTY TR a¥igaT 3@l |
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SC declines to halt demolitions in
Bareilly, asks residents to move HC

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday declined to stay
the demolition of the hous-
es of two Bareilly resi-
dents, who alleged that
State authorities had em-
barked on a “targeted” de-
molition drive in the after-
math of the violent clashes
that erupted on September
26 after Islamic cleric and
Ittehad-e-Millat ~ Council
chief Taugeer Raza Khan
called for a sit-in protest
over alleged derogatory re-
marks against the Prophet
in relation to the “I Love
Muhammad” posters.

A Bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta was hearing a writ
petition filed under Article
32 by the two residents,
who contended that their
homes and an adjoining
banquet hall were being
razed without any notice
and in complete disregard
of due process.

Residents react as authorities demollsh a building linked to an'ested
cleric Maulana Taugeer Raza Khan’s associate on Tuesday. PTi

Appearing for the peti-
tioners, senior advocate
Rauf Rahim submitted that
the conduct of the authori-
ties was in the teeth of the
apex court’s November 13,
2024 ruling, which laid
down pan-India guidelines
mandating a prior show-
cause notice and a mini-
mum 15-day response pe-
riod before any demoli-
tion.

“This is contempt in the
face of the court’s order.

One of the petitioners is a
70-year-old man who re-
cently underwent cardiac
surgery... the authorities
have already demolished a
part of his house,” he said.

The judges, however,
questioned why the peti-
tioners had not ap-
proached the Allahabad
High Court in the first in-
stance. “The court has al-
ready given a detailed judg-
ment. Approach the High
Court and take the benefit

of that judgment. Why
should you come under Ar-

ticle 32 every time?” the

Bench said.

Mr. Rahim submitted
that securing an urgent list-
ing before the High Court
would take at least 10 days,
during which the demoli-
tion could cause irreversi-
ble harm. “The powers of
this court are enormous...
please protect me in the
meantime,” he urged the
Bench.

Justice Nath reiterated
the court’s reluctance to
stay the demolition, ob-
serving that doing so
would effectively sidestep
the jurisdiction of the High
Courts under Article 226.

When Mr. Rahim insist-
ed that the authorities
were “standing with bull-
dozers” and that further
demolition was imminent,
the Bench agreed to grant
limited interim protection.

Accordingly, the court
directed that the status quo
be maintained for a week.

SC declines to halt demolitions in Bareilly, asks residents to move HC

g B¢ 3 el § g8 3t dRaTs AP I sAHR fobar, FaRi 9 315 #id
W &1 Fal

e SC declines to halt demolitions in Bareilly, asks residents to move HC
ﬁmﬂaﬂéﬁaﬁﬁdemolitions RAH H 3FBR fobar eﬁ?ﬁmﬁu‘rﬁaﬁaﬁéaﬁﬁw

e The Supreme Court on Thursday declined to stay the demolition of the houses of two Bareilly
residents, who alleged that State authorities had embarked on a “targeted” demolition drive in
the aftermath of the violent clashes that erupted on September 26 after Islamic cleric and
Ittehad-e-Millat Council chief Taugeer Raza Khan called for a sit-in protest over alleged
derogatory remarks against the Prophet in relation to the “I Love Muhammad” posters.
U BIC A TSAR DI IXalt & &l ATl & ORI & demolition TR A T F SAHR B 16T,
g7 3RIY & fob 26 RydaR &1 gU f§9® SgUl & a1g 9 WIYHRUN A “targeted” G811 Bt
PHRATS L= P Y, T STt W 3R gagie-u-fiedd Srefid & WRa dieiR ol @1 = “|
Love Muhammad” URex} &1 dax TR & fIars Hid srommoes fewuft o eRAT 37 &1
3MMgTH fobar ol

e A Bench of Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta was hearing a writ petition filed under
Article 32 by the two residents, who contended that their homes and an adjoining banquet
hall were being razed without any notice and in complete disregard of due process.
Jrfd faehw ATy 3R wEY Agar B Uie 3gwd¢ 32 & ded AR ol far o1 e gifue
IR GAdTs $ g1 A, fT61H g1 b 37 R 3R §17d & sehe gid Bl for it Aifed ofik
fafirer ufsrar o1 quf sragem #a gu AR S @131

e Appearing for the petitioners, senior advocate Rauf Rahim submitted that the conduct of the
authorities was in the teeth of the apex court’'s November 13, 2024 ruling, which laid down
pan-India guidelines mandating a prior showcause notice and a minimum 15-day response
period before any demolition.
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ATl Bl SR J U IRF UG ISP TG - Bl fob TiebRull Bl DHRaATS YA DIS
¥ 13 AdER 2024 & Fofg & R ¢, W@Wﬁﬁﬂ:ﬁlﬁdemolition ¥ Ugd showcause
AT 3R 1 I FH 15 &7 31 S99 @y sifard 31 2

“This is contempt in the face of the court’s order. One of the petitioners is a 70-year-old man
who recently underwent cardiac surgery... the authorities have already demolished a part of
his house,” he said.

I Fel, “Ug ST & TSR BT U ¢ | Afyabraraiod § I U 70 Iufg safad A g1a &)
T geg ol FRaTs §... WIHRUT IU% OR &1 U fewat ugd gt fRT 9 g 1”

The judges, however, questioned why the petitioners had not approached the Allahabad
High Court in the first instance. “The court has already given a detailed judgment. Approach
the High Court and take the benefit of that judgment. Why should you come under Article 32
every time?” the Bench said.

BT, ATl 2 g@T f& arfusmreaisil 7 Ugd SATeTaTg 818 dic &l 3@ i ol [odT| Ui
J g1, “3rerad Ued ol fatgd fAfa ¢ gt 31 318 Id Seu 8k 39 Aol &1 ey Ia1eu | &R AR
TG 32 F d8d I 3T 82"

Mr. Rahim submitted that securing an urgent listing before the High Court would take at least
10 days, during which the demolition could cause irreversible harm. “The powers of this court
are enormous... please protect me in the meantime,” he urged the Bench.

W A BT {3 818 BIC o akd YAaTS & e Yl Hraq o &0 9 4 10 feq i1, s
demolition ¥ RN &t 81 Tl ¥ 1 IR 31T foba, “39 SraTaid & SifIPR 3dd TI®
g... PO 3 & ) e BN

Justice Nath reiterated the court’s reluctance to stay the demolition, observing that doing so
would effectively sidestep the jurisdiction of the High Courts under Article 226.

L 4 A demolition TR I T H fGIAd B ST alesls, g fewoft Frd gu fs T
HRAT ATEIG 226 P A6 BIS DIC B AANYDR Bl GI(BAR B M|

When Mr. Rahim insisted that the authorities were “standing with bulldozers” and that further
demolition was imminent, the Bench agreed to grant limited interim protection.

e X6TH A SR &R HeT fas WY “bulldozers & W1 WS & 3R M BT demolition ST
g, dl i3 3 Hifia siafe TRefur & IR FgHfd e
Accordingly, the court directed that the status quo be maintained for a week.

P YR, 3arad A e faan fs ue |wrg 9@ status quo ST X@T1 oMU
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Freeze and thaw

Parliament should not be reduced
to a political stage

he winter session of Parliament, that be-
gan on December 1, will have 15 sittings
over a period of 19 days, and will con-
clude on December 19. The government main-
tains that it is willing to discuss any issue, but
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has warned that
Parliament should not be used for theatrics. The
Opposition has pointed out that this is one of the
shortest ever winter sessions, and Leader of Op-
position in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi has said
that the government excludes him from the coun-
try’s diplomatic engagements with foreign digni-
taries, which is a deviation from the convention.
Though there is no notable improvement in the
hostile relationship between the government and
the Opposition, the Vice-President of India, C.P.
Radhakrishnan, is expected to ease some ten-
sion, in his role as Rajya Sabha Chairman. The go-
vernment has lined up an ambitious legislative
agenda, which has considerable political ramifi-
cations, with a number of 14 Bills in total. The Jan
Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2025, is
one major piece of legislation that, as its Hindi tit-
le suggests, seeks to simplify the criminal justice
system. The Higher Education Commission of In-
dia Bill, 2025, seeks to change the structure of
higher education regulators such as the UGC. The
Centre’s unilateralism in the sector remains a
bone of contention with States, and those issues
are likely to be raised by the Opposition. The Na-
tional Highways (Amendment) Bill, the Atomic
Energy Bill, and the Arbitration and Conciliation
(Amendment) Bill are some of the items on the le-
gislative agenda. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman has introduced the Health Security se Na-
tional Security Cess Bill in the session, which
repackages an ongoing cess on tobacco products.
Both Houses are also scheduled to discuss a
motion on electoral reforms, in the background
of the SIR of electoral rolls and debate the nation-
al song Vande Mataram to mark the 150th year of
its composition. The SIR debate is expected to
see the divergent views of the BJP and the Opposi-
tion with regard to electoral reforms. For the rul-
ing party, enforcing a countrywide synchronised
election schedule is a priority, while the Opposi-
tion is agitated over suspected malpractices in
the preparation of electoral rolls and conduct of
the polls. The Opposition has also sought debates
on the national security situation after the Delhi
blasts, farmers’ problems in the background of
concluded and ongoing trade negotiations, price
rise, air pollution and use of federal agencies
against political opponents. Both sides should
use the session as an opportunity to reduce dis-

agreements and clarify issues of governance.

Freeze and thaw

wiw 3R foae=

o Parliament should not be reduced to a political
stage

TG DI Had T Io-iTad 0 adb Gidd g1 fear
EIEIE Y

Winter session of Parliament
¢ &l A

e The winter session of Parliament, that began on
December 1, will have 15 sittings over a period of 19
days and WI|| conclude on December 19.

F1 Madbre 97 1 fGHaR oI P& g, 95 19
ﬁq’rﬁ 3afy 7 15 96% gITh, 3R Ug 19 fewaw &
AT BITT|
e The government has lined up an ambitious
legislative agenda, which has considerable political
ramifications, with a number of 14 Bills in total.

PR 3 T Hearniel faurh toier ges fFar g,
oreT IAeHifaE U I 931 YHTd §, 3R STH ol 14
fadae Wit g
e The Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill,
2025, is one major piece of legislation that, as its Hindi
title suggests, seeks to simplify the criminal justice
system.

9 fayr (wrae=i | A=) fade, 2025 T W
BT ©, S 30 &t oifer & SIaR, Ui =g
YUTTEH 1 TR ST el g |

e The Higher Education Commission of India Bill,

2025, seeks to change the structure of higher education
regulators such as the UGC.
BTR TR HUIRM TP sfear fadas, 2025 3=
e frame Twirsil S gefelt &t WReT sge &1
T Rl 5 |
¢ The National Highways (Amendment) Bill, the
Atomic Energy Bill, and the Arbitration and
Conciliation (Amendment) Bill are some of the items
on the legislative agenda.

grsad (xNeH) fAdus, veifie Teil fad,
3R 3nffewr s wfufereem (@=nem) fae fumrh
TSl & fgwa B
¢ Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has
introduced the Health Security se National Security
Cess Bill in the session, which repackages an ongoing
cess on tobacco products.
fory =it frefer SRy 3 93 ¥ gt SR |
TR faaaifedt 99 faa 9w far g, o darg Sargl

T T TGl 99 $I G: Tobo =l g

e Both Houses are also scheduled to discuss a motion on electoral reforms, in the background

of the SIR of electoral rolls and debate the national song Vande Mataram to mark the 150th

year of its composition.

S et § g YR R U URA1d W =9t Fufid 8, grd gfadt & SIR &t gyyfi ) ok
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o The Opposition has also sought debates on the national security situation after the Delhi
blasts, farmers’ problems in the background of concluded and ongoing trade negotiations,
price rise, air pollution, and use of federal agencies against political opponents.

fames = fRreeft ereTp 3 T JTETT GRa FRUTR, SATUR arrtait 1 ggy H R @) T,
wtmggmugw 3R i faRITRN & Raarw Fsita Taifral & SuaiT | ft 969 &t
BinEcakd

e Both sides should use the session as an opportunity to reduce disagreements and clarify
issues of governance.

S Ul BT 3T T BT STANT HANE HH B IR TRIHS g DI T TR & G & &
A 1R

GS Paper ll: Governance
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Postal department considers UPI-like ‘labels’ for addresses

1% fAUTT 13 & T uPI O dee R AR R 8
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Postal department considers
UPI-like ‘labels’ for addresses

The system, called DHRUVA, will provide users a convenient way to share their addresses across

platforms; users can grant firms limited address access, after which the label needs re-authorisation

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

he Department of
T Posts this week re-

leased a draft
amendment to the Post Of-
fice Act, 2023, aimed at in-
troducing an interopera-
ble, standardised, and
user-centric  addressing
system called the Digital
Hub for Reference and Un-
ique Virtual Address, or
DHRUVA. The framework
has been under consulta-
tion for a few months, with
one key element, DIGIPIN,
rolled out in March.

A senior official involved
in DHRUVA’s implementa-
tion said it would be able to
replace textual addresses
with email or UPI address-
like labels such as
“name@entity”,  which
would act as a proxy for a
physical address.

The government hopes
to build this system as part
of its digital public infras-
tructure initiatives and will
allow private companies to
participate.

The department is hop-
ing to draw interest from e-
commerce and gig plat-
forms, where users need to
provide addresses across

Smart addresses

Adraft amendment seeks to enable an interoperable system
replacing physical addresses with smart labels like “name@
entity” powered by DIGIPIN for precise geolocation

u Labels will be
provided by
address service
providers,

while consent
architecture will
be managed

by address.
information
agents

u |t will be based
on the DIGIPIN

a 10-character
alphanumeric
expression of

mThe technology was
system, which is developed to provide

offer adequate
information

m The draft
amendment

is under
consultation;
Section 8 entity
proposed (like
NPCI far UPI)

m The system will
be built as part
of government's

more precise locations digital public
inrural areas orin
cases where the textual tiatives, and will

infrastructure ini-

latitude and longi- | expression of a physical | allow private firms

tude coordinates address does not

to participate

multiple services. On these
platforms, individuals
would be able to provide a
label instead of an address
and authorise firms to re-
ceive the geographic coor-
dinates and full text of
their address instantly, in-
stead of filling out address
forms repeatedly.

The draft amendment
would allow the postal de-
partment to set up a Sec-
tion 8 not-for-profit entity
under government super-
vision. The body would

play a role similar to the
National Payments Corpo-
ration of India, which is an
association of banks admi-
nistering the UPI payments
system.

Consent-based
Users would be able to
authorise companies to
view their address for a
specified period if they
wish, after which a given
label will require re-auth-
orisation.

There is no compulsion

in the draft amendment for
private players to join, the
official said, and the de-
partment hopes the sys-
tem will be compelling
enough for firms and users
to sign up.

Labels will be provided
by address service provid-
ers, and the consent archi-
tecture will be managed by
address information
agents, or AlAs.

DIGIPIN system
The DIGIPIN system is the
foundational layer for this
service, the official said.
DIGIPIN is a 10-character
alphanumeric expression
of latitude and longitude.
The technology was deve-
loped to provide more pre-
cise locations in rural areas
or in cases where the tex-
tual expression of a physi-
cal address does not offer
adequate information.
DIGIPIN was open-
sourced by the depart-
ment, and each DIGIPIN
corresponds to a roughly
14 square metre patch of
land, with a mathematical
function deterministically
generating a unique code.
This translates to around
228 billion DIGIPINSs for In-
dian territory.

Postal department considers UPI-like ‘labels’ for addresses

T fAHTT Tad & e uPl W A9 W AR R @18

o Postal department considers UPI-like ‘labels’ for addresses
ST fAHTT U & 1T UPI-like “labels’ TR fR & @18

e The system, called DHRUVA, will provide users a convenient way to share their addresses
across platforms; users can grant firms limited address access, after which the label needs
re-authorisation

DHRUVA AT I8 JUTTelt STt aisil &1 fafiid WehR R 391 UaTl Tigi &3 &1
gfaursHeE didT YaH XN, STARTEH! Huf-l & Tifia Safd & fTe udr Ty S Ied g,
e a1¢ Aad B - 31fRrpd =T g1

e The Department of Posts this week released a draft amendment to the Post Office Act,

2023, aimed at introducing an interoperable, standardised, and user-centric addressing
system called the Digital Hub for Reference and Unique Virtual Address, or DHRUVA.
The framework has been under consultation for a few months, with one key element,
DIGIPIN, rolled out in March.

I fAUNT 3 39 IwTE STPeR IfUfaw, 2023 & te Adier Ixne ORY fovan, forgeT 3g=a
Digital Hub for Reference and Unique Virtual Address Ul DHRUVA AHd Udh EEYGITW
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A senior official involved in DHRUVA'’s implementation said it would be able to replace textual
addresses with email or UPI address-like labels such as “name@entity”, which would act as
a proxy for a physical address.

DHRUVA & S99 § YA U aRy ISR - e foh I8 YOIt UTed Udi &1 30 a1 UPI
address-like labels S “name@entity” I gad gbh, S 1ifae ud & Uit & 9 H &1
B
The government hopes to build this system as part of its digital public infrastructure initiatives
and will allow private companies to participate.

WRBR 7 JUITeh B 3o+t fEfored qrdeies srasiRadT ugal &1 fewam a1 argedl g ok foht
HUfTl 1 STH UFT A BT Sl
The department is hoping to draw interest from ecommerce and gig platforms, where users
need to provide addresses across multiple services. On these platforms, individuals would be
able to provide a label instead of an address and authorise firms to receive the geographic
coordinates and full text of their address instantly, instead of filling out address forms
repeatedly.

faymT $-Hraef SiR T wewinf o 3 e v o) Sufie R @1 8, wet IuanTdhdisi &
F3 Tl W Td U B USd | 37 WehIR IR, G Ud B o8 Th aad ¢ Tl 3R
Ut o1 Uiiferes AdRrie qur gof udr qd urd w4 & g sifigd o 9o, ford IR-aR
TA1 B WRA BT ATl el gt

The draft amendment would allow the postal department to set up a Section 8 not-for-profit
entity under government supervision. The body would play a role similar to the National
Payments Corporation of India, which is an association of banks administering the UPI
payments system.

TG RN ST fAUNT BT WS TR & URT 8 AR-ATHBTRY [T RITIT B BT AT
M| I8 TRIT ARFE W HIRURRH ST $3ar ot Yyt Fumeft, S d&! &1 e wu g
3R UPI YT YUTTEH &1 dTe &Rdl gl

Consent-based

Tgdfa-smerid

Users would be able to authorise companies to view their address for a specified period if
they wish, after which a given label will require re-authorisation.

Hual i ATy oaftr & AU 3T UdT g &1 3rAfd § Wb, e a1g 99
AT Bl Y- HfRIpd BT ShT

There is no compulsion in the draft amendment for private players to join, the official said, and
the department hopes the system will be compelling enough for firms and users to sign up.

ST 7 FeT fob e Wiy & ol druff & for nfid 819 &1 $H1E STeadRY UIaer gl
%ﬁﬁﬁwﬁaﬁa%ﬁiwmw 3R ST AtsH & foe ol w0 ¥ srave

|
Labels will be provided by address service providers, and the consent architecture will be
managed by address information agents, or AlAs.
S address service providers gRT gl ﬁ'TQ \_rITQ'P[ 3R G'Eﬂ:lﬁl TITAT address information
agents (AlAs) GRT Usfed &1 STEf|

DIGIPIN system
DIGIPIN YUTTelt

The DIGIPIN system is the foundational layer for this service, the official said. DIGIPIN is a
10-character alphanumeric expression of latitude and Ion%tude

fYHTE  FeT {% DIGIPIN TUTEH 3 JaT B SMURYT URd ¢ | DIGIPIN 31&i<T 3R SRR &1
10-character alphanumeric 3feafad %I

The technology was developed to provide more precise locations in rural areas or in cases
where the textual expression of a physical address does not offer adequate information.
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g dd-id A0 &1 § 31 Tid RIT UaH & & o) [awRid &1 18 oft, a1 3= gl &
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o DIGIPIN was open-sourced by the department, and each DIGIPIN corresponds to a roughly
14 square metre patch of land, with a mathematical function deterministically generating a
unique code.

DIGIPIN & fdHTT §RT open-sourced &1 7T T, 3R Y& DIGIPIN TIHT 14 @it Hiex yfiy
¥ e & Sy g1 ¢, R e T thar U Ay e I axal 5|

e This translates to around 228 billion DIGIPINs for Indian territory.
Ig YR &3 & forg TRTHAT 228 billion DIGIPINs ¥ fafdd gidr g

GS Paper lI: International Relations

TOPICS COVERED | 05 December
1.

PM welcomes Putin at airport in warm gesture, hails India-Russia
partnership

uTHEAT 9 TRl A g9 o} W gfaT &1 WRIE a1, WRA-d Irsier]
P U1 Bt

Putin’s visit a tense tightrope walk for Modi government amid Western
sanction threats

gi3dt ufodel @1 emfeal & g ad ReR & e giaw 9t amn e
R U GGE R ICE AT

3. | New Delhi’s relative isolation, India’s tryst with terror
5 facril &1 AT SEATE, IR BT T d JTHAT

India cuts Russian oil imports by a sharp 38% in October

YRA A Sagax # Tl ad mard A doft | 38% Ht deldl Bl

U.K., Norway will mount joint naval patrols to protect undersea cables

qﬁ? Aid % & - B Hadi @1 &0 & fore syad Afe T=a ame
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PM welcomes Putin at airport in warm

Kallol Bhattacherjee

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

In a special gesture, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
welcomed Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin upon
his arrival at the Air Force
Station, Palam on Thurs-
day evening, ahead of the
India-Russia annual sum-
mit scheduled for Friday.
This is Mr. Putin’s first state
visit to India since the be-
ginning of the war in Uk-
raine, which is currently
drawing global attention
because of renewed peace
efforts involving U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

“Delighted to welcome
my friend, President Putin
to India. Looking forward
to our interactions later
this evening and tomor-
row. India-Russia friend-
ship is a time-tested one
that has greatly benefited
our people,” said Prime Mi-
nister Modi after greeting
Mr. Putin on the tarmac of
AFS Palam.

Mr. Putin’s first engage-
ment started with a private
dinner with Mr. Modi at the
latter’s official residence at
7 Lok Kalyan Marg. The
Russian leader will receive
a ceremonial reception at
the forecourt of the Rash-
trapati Bhavan at 11 a.m. on
Friday, which will be fol-
lowed by a visit to Rajghat,
where he will lay a wreath
at the memorial to Mahat-
ma Gandhi.

On agenda

The 23 India-Russia an-
nual summit will com-
mence at 11.50 a.m. at Hyd-
erabad House, to be
followed by press state-
ments by Mr. Modi and Mr.
Putin. The Russian leader
had visited India last on
December 6, 2021 for the
annual summit when he
had not addressed the me-
dia as it was a brief visit. On
Friday afternoon, Mr. Pu-
tin will attend a business
event at the Bharat Manda-
pam in the capital. His last
official engagement on Fri-

day will be at the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan where Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu will
host him at a banquet
dinner.

Several members of Mr.
Putin’s official delegation
reached New Delhi hours
before his arrival. Russian
Defence Minister Andrei
Belousov met Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh on
Thursday evening. In a
post on ‘X’, Mr. Singh said
after the meeting “India is
determined for expanding
capacity of indigenous de-
fence industry for both lo-
cal production and ex-
ports” and discussed “new
opportunities” in “niche
technologies”.

Around the same time,
Russia’s  First Deputy
Prime Minister Denis Man-
turov met Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and
discussed interbank, credit
cooperation, expanding
payment infrastructure
and the India-Russia in-
vestment protection agree-
ment.

gesture, hails India-Russia partnership

Timed with these dis-
cussions, Herman Gref,
CEO and Chairman of the
Executive Board of Russia’s
largest bank Sberbank met
the media and announced
that Russia and India have
been carrying out larges-
cale transactions without
the use of ‘third party’
technology.

Mr. Gref also said that
Sberbank have launched
First-India, a closed-end
mutual fund focused on
Nifty50 index that will fa-
cilitate greater Russian in-
vestments into the Indian
stock market.

Both Ministers reiterat-
ed that the bilateral part-
nership is rooted in deep
mutual trust, shared prin-
ciples, and long-standing
respect, the Ministry of De-
fence said. Mr. Singh furth-
er underscored India’s
commitment to streng-
thening its indigenous de-
fence manufacturing eco-
system under the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat vi-
sion, the Ministry said.

PM welcomes Putin at airport in warm gesture, hails India-Russia partnership

YA = TSR @ garg 3fg W gl o1 T o, yRd-E 4 Argherdt

URIT P

¢ In a special gesture, Prime Minister Narendra Modi welcomed Russian President Vladimir

Putin upon his arrival at the Air Force Station, Palam on Thursday evening, ahead of the
India-Russia annual summit scheduled for Friday.

12$ﬁ1"-?fﬁfgestureff, UWW%%WWWE&HWWWW,

%Wwwwwwm,ﬁwaﬁﬁaﬁﬁ%-wmwm
|

e This is Mr. Putin’s first state visit to India since the beginning of the war in Ukraine, which is
currently drawing global attention because of renewed peace efforts involving U.S. President
Donald Trump.

Tg o gfoH &1 ob TG & B & 918 YR B UGl ISTHIT AT &, S I H SiHTes g
Bt YRTIGRY aTet AT i Tt & HRUT A e Hiid e I 7

¢ “Delighted to welcome my friend, President Putin to India. Looking forward to our interactions

later this evening and tomorrow. India-Russia friendship is a time-tested one that has greatly

benefited our people,” said Prime Minister Modi after greeting Mr. Putin on the tarmac of AFS
Palam.

Page39

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

TR i IFUfd giem &1 YR § WA $Rd §U T §| 3119 MW SR el gHR] STadid ol
AR ¢ | YRA-F9 T Tug-udiféa g e gAR aRN &1 9gd a1y Ugarn 8,” HuHt Jidt
3 AFS UIaH & Carmac TR 4t e &1 WHTd %34 & 918 HgT

On agenda

CaLTCik:

Putin’s visit a tense tightrope walk for Modi government amid Western
sanction threats

The 23rd India-Russia annual summit will commence at 11.50 a.m. at Hyderabad House,
to be followed by press statements by Mr. Modi and Mr. Putin.

2397 HRA-&Y aIfie R T 11.50 99 §eR19TE 8189 # Y& gnT, e a1g 4t Al
3R ot gfes 0 s S

The Russian leader had visited India last on December 6, 2021 for the annual summit when
he had not addressed the media as it was a brief visit.

T AT 7 3ifaH IR 6 faTaR 2021 ! Iffep FRRER THIAH F o YR 1 SR fobam o1, 5ie
Isi+ HifSar & daifdd el fasar o1 wifes ag g dfénd ot

On Friday afternoon, Mr. Putin will attend a business event at the Bharat Mandapam in the
capital.

YHAR GIUeR, 4 g IS & URd HSUH H Ueh ATaIAP HRIHH T U o |

His last official engagement on Friday will be at the Rashtrapati Bhavan where President
Droupadi Murmu will host him at a banquet dinner.

hAR Bl a1 S et SrisH Igafa was # g gl Ayufd Eud) 9 375
THE § Hie it

Several members of Mr. Putin’s official delegation reached New Delhi hours before his
arrival.

st gfet & enfieTive ufafaftnied & &% @ I T I $9 U Ugd 718 feeai Ugd
Ma|

Russian Defence Minister Andrei Belousov met Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on
Thursday evening.

X & T Sfst SIS Ia A [HAR XM & T Iy Rig I garea 3ot

In a post on X’, Mr. Singh said after the meeting “India is determined for expanding capacity
of indigenous defence industry for both local production and exports” and discussed “new
opportunities” in “niche technologies”.

X' R TH URe § ot Rig 7 93F & d1¢ ol “HRd TR T&T SERT &1 & & R
Wg?ﬁﬂhﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁm% 3R “niche technologies”ff“:i'q AW}
W I

Around the same time, Russia’s First Deputy Prime Minister Denis Manturov met Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and discussed interbank, credit cooperation, expanding
payment infrastructure and the India-Russia investment protection agreement.

I T, T & TuE 39 gy Sf waRta A faw i fAnder darwor § gerera a1 sk
%mm YITAT SAITET B AR 3R YR fHawr e gushd
|

Timed with these discussions, Herman Gref, CEO and Chairman of Sberbank, Russia’s
largest bank, met the media and announced that Russia and India have been carrying out
large-scale transactions without the use of ‘third party’ technology.

$! gatefl & GRM, §HA AW, T & T4 93 96 WP & CEO 3R IRy, Mifear 4 fira
3R YT BT {6 T 3R URA ‘YS UIF T BT IUTNT fHhT foT 98 THH WR A9 R |
gl

Mr. Gref also said that Sberbank has launched First-India, a closed-end mutual fund focused
on Nifty50 index that will facilitate greater Russian investments into the Indian stock market.

oft 9% 3 gg it Fe1 b WP A B -Efear A= fFar g, S Fedls0 see0 R Higd te
A0S T3 HS B, S HRAT VR J9R H 4 a2 o) Igem|
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o Putin’s visit a tense tightrope walk for Modi government amid Western sanction threats

ﬁ%ﬁﬁwﬁ%%%w%ﬁ%ﬁwwm@%mﬁw

e As Prime Minister Narendra Modi walked down the red carpet at Palam airport on
Thursday to give Russian President Viadimir Putin his trademark hug as part of a grand
welcome, the government signalled that India’s ties with Russia are untouched by Western
concerns, the International Criminal Court’s arrest warrant, and U.S. and European
sanctions.

THAR DI YYHHAT R iG] e UTerd gaTs 378 W IS PlUc W Ied gU =9 & APUd AGHR
i 1 30 URYe: ST § Hed WIT & UgH, dl YRR A Hebd fadl o SaRRTPIT Sru=Tes

ey & ARERY aRe, iR smRe! g gRidiy ufaat afga uftnd Ridrsif § YRd-w9 dey
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e Even so, as the two leaders sit down for bilateral talks on Friday, the government will need to
manage a tense tightrope walk, particularly between Russia and Europe, on a number of
issues including the optics of the visit, oil imports and trade, defence, nuclear cooperation,
and a mobility agreement.

o5 oft, 519 g1 a1 YhaR &1 fguefta araf & forg 987, d RER & F8 el . — S i S
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e The optics of the visit are particularly significant, given the other visitors expected shortly — a
U.S. trade delegation, German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, and the EU’s top leadership
Ursula von der Leyen and Antonio Costa, who will be guests for Republic Day and the EU-
India summit.

I B Bid ARy T § Agayf g, Fifeh Seg gf 31 3igd 3 ard § — AR@! R
PIReT, S T feaw 3R $g-URd RRaR e & SHfafy i

¢ The government hopes to finalise the EU-India FTA as well as the U.S.-India FTA in the next
few weeks, and will not want the announcements made in meetings on Friday to delay or
derail any of those outcomes.

WEHR HI IWE g fF I8 m%mﬁ@mmmmmwﬁ
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Oil and trade
a9 3T AR

o Russian oil is by far the most contentious piece of the diplomatic puzzle, after a rapid
expansion in India’s oil purchases from less than 2% to 40% last year, driving India-Russia
trade from $10 billion to $68.7 billion in 2024-25.

9 Feifad g BT Iad faaTgrue fewan §, Fifes YRd & dd SMaTd 2% 3§ SGaR 40%
B Y, FoRY HRA-S9 ATIR 10 3R SIeR I 9¢HR 68.7 3RT SIAR (2024-25) 1 141

o With India now expected to cut its oil imports drastically in the wake of U.S. sanctions, India
and Russia will on Friday discuss replacing at least some of those oil purchases with other
commodities from Russia, as well as boosting Indian exports.

3R ufaeel & Iad HRd & dd Smard H Y el Bt IHiE & o, HR 3R T LhdR
DI A0 WG & FS TR DI 37 T a3l ¥ Fgaq 3R YR Faid g™ W adf Hl|

o Both sides will also push for more progress on the FTA between India and the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU), even as Indian exporters hit by the U.S.’s 50% tariffs seek new
markets.

ST U U 3R R 3nffe T (EAEU) & o9 THCIT R Wifd &1 3 Sgrad, wafds
50% MA@ e T THIId YR fafas 9T SR 9l 38 &
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Labour mobility

¥ Tfa=iadr

The India-Russia labour mobility agreement to be announced as the “centrepiece” of Mr.
Putin’s visit could be a crucial boost for Indian skilled and semi-skilled workers.

ot gfae Bt AT BT “TRT SMHHOP F7 Tl UIRA-I 1 Tfa=itear gagiar YR e
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Russia is facing a labour shortfall of around 3.1 million jobs by the end of the decade and
seeks Indian workers for construction, technology, and manufacturing sectors.

Y @ & 3fd ab 3.1 T Al & HH &1 91 o1 361 & SR Fain, Ueifiet sk
fafmior &= & forg wRedtg yffe! &) T 3R @7

The visit will be watched most closely for any defence deals, given past U.S. threats under
CAATSA over India’s purchase of $-400 systems.

Tg e farddt off Taim e & fo e oifies e 9 <t S, Wre) aifes St A uga
CAATSA & dgd HRd & S-400 Rivew TWig W ufddy & yHb! <t o

With the Russian Duma now clearing the RELOS military logistics pact, more joint military
exercises — earlier protested by the EU — may be expected.

S ZAT GRT ¥AH AT T GHSNGT HoR fhl I & 1Y, HRA-9 & o9 3R Tgad I
3y — ST 3.7 faRty famam a1 — 1 Iudie ) o 9ol 5|

Nuclear pact

TRUTY] JHETET

The same is true for nuclear power cooperation.

TRHATY] it GganT & forg off a8t a1d a8t 81
The Department of Atomic Energy held talks with Russia’s state-owned Rosatom on India’s
plans for five indigenous small modular reactors.

YRHTY] Sl fAURT - T B RBRI HU TSI & 61 YR & U WS BIc ATSTER
RuaeR! ! gom1 &R aradid 3t

France and other EU member states are also bidding for these projects.
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India cuts Russian oil imports
by a sharp 38% in October

India imported $3.55 billion worth of crude oil from Russia in Oct. 2025, down from $5.8 billion in

October 2024; Russia still accounts for about 32% of Indias total oil imports by value and volume

T.C.A. Sharad
NEW DELHI

avan

from Russia by 38% in

value terms and 31% in
volume terms in October
2025 as compared with last
year, with the cuts driven
by a high base effect as well
as an overall reduction in
India’s oil imports.

The latest data from the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry shows India im-
ported $3.55 billion worth
of crude oil from Russia in
October 2025, down from
a historically high $5.8 bil-
lion in October 2024. This
is the sharpest single-
month drop in the value of
oil imports from Russia.

In volume terms, India
imported 71.6 lakh tonnes
of Russian oil, down from
103.8 lakh tonnes in Octob-
er 2024, which too was
among the highest oil im-
ports India had made from
Russia.

This follows up on a 29%
reduction in value terms
and 17% reduction in vol-
ume terms in September
2025. That said, Russia still

lndia cut its oil imports

Continued cuts

India's cuts in Russian oil imports have been part of a longer
trend, but have intensified recently.
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accounts for about 32% of
India’s total oil imports by
value and volume.

The data shows that this
cut in oil imports from Rus-
sia comes at a time when
India’s total oil import bill
was also down 15.4% in Oc-
tober 2025. However, it al-
so shows that, during this
month, oil imports from
the U.S. jumped nearly
40% in volume terms, and
18.3% in value terms as
compared with October
last year. A previous analy-
sis by The Hindu had
shown that India’s strategy

to pull back on its Russian
oil imports had been play-
ing out for a longer period,
beginning well before the
U.S. imposed a 25% tariff
penalty on India in August
for importing Russian oil.
Over the last 12 months
up to the end of October
2025, India had seen a
year-on-year fall in Russian
oil imports in nine months.
Most of these cuts were in
double digits, and six were
by more than 20% each.
Notably, on a month-on-
month basis, India’s im-
ports from Russia have ac-

India cuts Russian oil imports by a sharp 38% in October

YRT A Sagax # Al dd Mard A doft | 38% Ht deldl Bl

India cuts Russian oil imports by a sharp 38% in October
YR 7 3agaR H T dd MTd H 38% B dw Heldl o
India imported $3.55 billion worth of crude oil from Russia in Oct. 2025, down from $5.8
billion in October 2024; Russia still accounts for about 32% of India’s total oil imports by

value and volume

YR 7 3FgeR 2025 T T ¥ $3.55 billion T $T Bl ddl AT {1, S SagaR 2024 &
$5.8 billion ¥ &1 §; e IR T & YR R =4 314 off YR & $of o ST ST AT

32% e T@ar g

tually grown. That is, oil
imports from Russia in Oc-
tober 2025 were 7.3% and
7.8% higher than in Sep-
tember 2025, by value and
volume, respectively.

A report from Rubix Da-
ta Sciences, a data analyt-
ics firm, predicts that In-
dia’s imports of Russian oil
would have peaked in No-
vember, before falling in
December.

“India’s crude oil im-
ports from Russia are pro-
jected to reach their high-
est level in five months in
November 2025, according
to preliminary figures from
Kpler, as domestic refiners
rushed to lock in cargoes
before the U.S. deadline of
restricting  transactions
with sanctioned Russian
producers took effect on
21st November,” it said.

According to Ajay Sri-
vastava, founder of the
Global Trade Research In-
itiative and former Direc-
tor General of Foreign
Trade, India’s increased
dependence on Russian oil
over the last few years has
resulted in a “lopsided” bi-
lateral relationship.

India cut its oil imports from Russia by 38% in value terms and 31% in volume terms in

October 2025 as compared with last year, with the cuts driven by a high base effect as well as

an overall reduction in India’s oil imports.

YR 7 AR 2025 B o & YR W 38% 3R AT & SMUR WR 31% B deldl BT, e
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e Over the last 12 months up to the end of October 2025, India had seen a year-on-year fall in
Russian oil imports in nine months. Most of these cuts were in double digits, and six were by
more than 20% each.

3fAEER 2025 d% S 12 HEH &, HRA 7 = A& & T 9 Smard H au-ar-ay fiRmae
3T T 9 i T welfadl of sidl | off, 3R B Feifaar

UK., Norway will mount joint naval 20% ¥ 3ifere <ff|

protect undersea cables

g.&., A1d Y& & 1 B} Faal S &1 F forg
ﬂgﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ?mm

. U.K., Norway will mount joint naval patrols to protect
undersea cables from Russia, the U.K. said on Thursday, as
Prime Minister Keir Starmer and Norwegian counterpart
Jonas Gahr Stere held talks on defence.

4R P, 4 AR B Bl {6 Z b, Ald &F 4 IGg & Ad DI
e T — REVTERS el bl X&fT I TOTY e e TR IR, aifes Gt
Britain and Norway will mount joint naval patrols to protect aﬁT ETFR' GﬁT :I'\I% a‘T JHDE m RIFEd ﬁ ef TET R

undersea cables from Russia, the U.K. said on Thursday, as Prime ﬁ
Minister Keir Starmer and Norwegian counterpart Jonas Gahr Stere aﬁ I

held talks on defence. The U.K. government says a combined fleet ° The U.K. government says a combined fleet of at
of at least 13 warships will protect critical infrastructure” ap least 13 warships will protect critical infrastructure.
g F. WHR 1 He1 ¢ [ HH Y HH 13 TZuIdl &1 Igad 93T WUl Sa=iva=T i &
ST
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1.
Parliament approves Bill to levy excise duty on tobacco

TG A 491 TR IeTG YD I aren fadas a9 faean
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Parliament approves Bill to
levy excise duty on tobacco

ess o1 in
NEW DELHI

Parliament on Thursday
approved a Bill to levy a
higher excise duty on to-
bacco and related products
once the Goods and Servic-
es Tax compensation cess
ends, with the Rajya Sabha
returning the legislation to
the Lok Sabha.

The Lok Sabha passed
the Central Excise (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025 on
Wednesday.

Replying to a discussion
on the Bill in the Rajya Sab-
ha, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
this was not an additional
tax, and the tax burden, as
currently applicable under
the GST regime, will
continue.

She said that in the last
GST Council, it was dis-
cussed in detail, and as was
agreed earlier, that the
compensation cess collec-
tion will probably come to
a stop at the end of
December.

“Let me assure here it-
self straight away that the
tobacco products will still

Nirmala Sitharaman

be taxed under the deme-
rit category at 40% in the
GST frame of things. They
will still be taxed at 40%,
but there will not be any
compensation,” Ms. Sitha-
raman said.

The provisions of the
Bill will come into effect
once the GST compensa-
tion cess, which is current-
ly levied on tobacco,
comes to an end.

Loan repaid

The cess will cease to exist
after the ¥2.69 lakh crore
loan taken to compensate
States for revenue loss dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandem-
ic is repaid, which is likely

to happen in the next cou-
ple of weeks. Ms. Sithara-
man said the items cannot
be taxed beyond 40 per
cent under the new GST
changes, even if they are
demerit goods.

“The incidence of tax on
tobacco and tobacco-relat-
ed products has therefore
come down. You have no
compensation. The highest
rate that you have in GST is
40 per cent, and as a re-
sult, it gives the impression
that the government has al-
lowed a lesser tax on to-
bacco, and therefore, it’s
going to become afforda-
ble. The intent is not that,”
she said.

The Finance Minister
said that within the GST
scheme of things, it conti-
nues to be at the highest
rate, but now the compen-
sation cess cannot be col-
lected. She said, “We have
to come back to the excise.
The central excise act will
now be back again.”

Ms. Sitharaman also told
the House that farmers are
being encouraged to give
up tobacco and grow other
cash crops.

Parliament approves Bill to levy excise duty on tobacco

TG A d91F TR ITE Yo A arel fadas a9 foa

Parliament approves Bill to levy excise duty on tobacco

TG A daIp W IATG Yoob R arall faedess HoR o

Parliament on Thursday approved a Bill to levy a higher excise duty on tobacco and related
products once the Goods and Services Tax compensation cess ends, with the Rajya
Sabha returning the legislation to the Lok Sabha.

TG A TSR &I da1d R Fefd Il W S Ide Yeob T & o U fadass o
ORI &, S a¥g Td AT B (GST) FIHTISAT SUBR YA 514 & 16 AR 51, TUT ISTHHT
38 B! AIHEHT B AUy Wl fa|

The Lok Sabha passed the Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025 on Wednesday.
AHIHT - YR DI Pard IdTg Yoo (Fe) fadaes, 2025 uiia fean

Replying to a discussion on the Bill in the Rajya Sabha, Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said this was not an additional tax, and the tax burden, as currently applicable
under the GST regime, will continue.
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She said that in the last GST Council, it was discussed in detail, and as was agreed earlier,
that the compensation cess collection will probably come to a stop at the end of December.

3511 Pel fb Usd GsT ulkug & 59 W xR 4 == g3 o, 3R uga €t ug wedfa s+ i &
3T IUPR U FHaa: feiar & ofd ¥ &g gl S|

“Let me assure here itself straight away that the tobacco products will still be taxed under the
demerit category at 40% in the GST frame of things.

B T8l TR WF T Y MY ST T8l § (% dad IdTe) IR GST &id & dgd feafve Joft &
40% X T STl I |

They will still be taxed at 40%, but there will not be any compensation,” Ms. Sitharaman
said.

T IR 40% X AT I, Afh DIs G g1 gHT,” JITRHT A HgT|

The provisions of the Bill will come into effect once the GST compensation cess, which is
currently levied on tobacco, comes to an end.

fa99® & UGy a9 UHId & ST S/ dald R O dTell GST GHTaSlT SUB FHI B
e |

Loan repaid

BT ST T

The cess will cease to exist after the ¥2.69 lakh crore loan taken to compensate States for
revenue loss during the COVID-19 pandemic is repaid, which is likely to happen in the next
couple of weeks.

%2.69 AR HIS BUI, Sl COVID-19 HETHRY & SR ISl & Ao THI 1 HRUTS & g
foram T U1, ISP FHhT B S TE IUBR JHIE B ST, S 3T $B gl H 819 Bt YU 7 |
Ms. Sitharaman said the items cannot be taxed beyond 40 per cent under the new GST
changes, even if they are demerit goods.

HITRAV = g fdb TU GST IqaTal o dgd a3l W 40 Ufa=ra J ifeiep R gt ermmar o

Ihdl, Yd a1 d feafve axqu gl |

“The incidence of tax on tobacco and tobacco-related products has therefore come down.
“daTE SR daTp-TefRid SdTEl |R HR B a5 3T & g1 T 8|

You have no compensation. The highest rate that you have in GST is 40 per cent, and as a
result, it gives the impression that the government has allowed a lesser tax on tobacco, and
therefore, it's going to become affordable.

3O T 31§ Pig G3Taol Ta! g1 GST T Tad 31 &R 40 Ufa=ma 8, 3R uRURa=Y a8
3THTY BT § fb TR A el W HH & 1 3grfa <1 8, B 98 o1 81 aren g1

The intent is not that,” she said.

= UE T 8, S Pel|

The Finance Minister said that within the GST scheme, it continues to be at the highest rate,
but now the compensation cess cannot be collected.

forT w2 A o1 o GST a1 & Id I8 31 1 S R W €, Afb 31d G3Tasl IuS el
T Sl Jhd|

She said, “We have to come back to the excise. The central excise act will now be back
again.”

3511 Pel, g R | IeTe Yoo R e SN | FE Scure Yoob ifufraw e o & aru
ST |”

Ms. Sitharaman also told the House that farmers are being encouraged to give up tobacco
and grow other cash crops.

HIRYU1 A Fe &1 Ig 1 Iar o {6l o) daip BISHR 3= Ahd) Bl &1 Wl A b
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1. | What is causing a surge in cases of kidney failure in Telangana?

deT § fhsl iR & Amwel § gfe &1 R & 82

2. | QuiIz

What is causing a surge in cases
of Kidney failure in Telangana?

While a scientific link is yet to be established, doctors are raising concerns about the increasing number of patients who are consuming alternative

medicines with no prescriptions, alongside the widespread problem of quackery: they call for clamp down on all illegal and unsafe practices

Siddharth Kumar Singh

cross Telangana, doctors are

battling a problem that is

becoming increasingly

common: kidney failure. These
patients are young, many are the
breadwinners of their families, and most

’» do not have the usual risk factors of

chronic kidney disease (CKD), which are
diabetes and hypertension. Then why are
their kidneys failing?

Even as researchers continue to
examine the drivers of this pattern and
nephrologists struggle to save patients, a
paper published last year, may perhaps
point to one of possible answer: the
growing number of patients consuming
self-prescribed alternative medicines.
While the link has not yet been
scientifically established, this is a line of
inquiry researchers now want to pursue.
It may be noted that certain alternative
medicines have been implicated in liver
injuries in India.

The study, led by nephrologists from
Osmania General Hospital and Apollo
Hospitals, examined 75 patients and was
published in the Indian Journal of
Nephrology in August 2024. Conducted
between March 2021 and November 2022
at Osmania General Hospital, it was a
single-centre, prospective observational
study documenting the clinical and
epidemiological profile of patients with
chronic kidney disease of unknown
aetiology in Telangana and assessing their
kidney histology.

Among the 75 patients, the mean age
was 41.7 years and 68% were men. A
majority, amounting to 77.3%, relied on
groundwater as their primary drinking

(14

Patients must consult only licensed
experts and follow prescriptions that
clearly mention the name of the
medicine along with the credentials of
the practitioner

G. SRINIVAS
Vice-Chairman, Telangana Medical Council

water source. 40% reported having used
alternative medicine in the past and
46.6% underwent kidney biopsies as part
of the evaluation.

What the study found

Manisha Sahay, professor and head of the
nephrology department at Osmania
General Hospital and one of the authors
of the study, said many patients who
report using alternative medicine had
taken these substances without medical
guidance.

“Patients often rely on suggestions
from friends or quacks who do not hold
any degree in any recognised system of
medicine. In most instances, they do not
have a prescription and consume these
products in the form of powders, liquids,
leaves or tablets, often supplied in
unnamed bottles.”

Dr. Sahay further added that even
when patients mention alternative
medicine use, they rarely bring samples
for analysis, making it difficult to establish
a clear link between the substances
consumed and the kidney damage
observed. Although 40% of those studied
reported past use, the absence of

traceable samples meant the cause and
effect relationship cannot yet be
established, but the team is pursuing this
line of research.

The histological analysis in the study
revealed that 44% of the patients had
global glomerulosclerosis, which
indicates that more than half of the
kidney’s filtering units were scarred and
non-functional.

No traditional risk factors

Dr. Sahay said the main finding was that
patients with chronic kidney disease who
fit the phenotype for chronic kidney
disease of unknown aetiology, as defined
in known hotspots elsewhere, are not
uncommon in Telangana. She said the
cases are not confined to people with
traditional risk factors such as agricultural
work and that this is the first report
documenting the presence of such cases
in the State.

Most participants were from
Hyderabad, accounting for 42.7%,
followed by 10% from Rangareddy
district. About one-third, or 33%, had
hyperuricemia, which refers to elevated
uric acid levels in the blood. Of the
patients, 40% had already reached stage
five chronic kidney disease at the time of
diagnosis, and seven patients,
representing 9.3%, required renal
replacement therapy such as dialysis
when they were evaluated.

While more research is needed across
the State to establish definitive links, this
combined with the deep-rooted menace
of quackery in the State has now led to
calls by medical professionals to both
clamp down on all illegal and unsafe
medical practices.

G. Srinivas, Vice-Chairman of the
Telangana Medical Council (TGMC), said
that unqualified practitioners prescribing
unregulated herbal or alternative
medicines pose a serious risk to patients’
kidney health. “Many of these substances
are given without any knowledge of
dosage, strength or side effects. We do
not know how much of these medicines
people are consuming, what the
mechanism of action is, how they are
metabolised in the liver or kidneys, or
what enzymes are involved. We also do
not know how these substances interact
with the medicines that patients may
already be taking for conditions like
hypertension or diabetes,” he said.

According to him, such interactions
can lead either to excessively rapid
metabolism, which causes the drug to be
cleared too quickly, or to slow
metabolism, which results in the
accumulation of the substance in the
blood. “Slow metabolism causes the drug
to build up in the body and this can
damage internal organs, including the
liver, kidneys and even the brain.

He added that irrational prescribing by
quacks is a known contributor to kidney
failure in peripheral and rural areas. “In
many places, unqualified practitioners
give combinations like dexamethasone
and diclofenac sodium as injections for
quick pain relief. These drugs directly
damage the nephrons and can lead to
kidney failure,” he said.

“Patients must consult enly licensed
experts and follow prescriptions that
clearly mention the name of the medicine
along with the credentials of the
practitioner,” said Dr. Sahay.
(siddharth.kumar@thehindu.co.in)

What is causing a surge in cases of kidney failure in Telangana?

deTT # fhe BiorR & urel § gfes &1 SR i 32

Surge in Kidney Failure Cases in Telangana
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Across Telangana, doctors are battling a problem that is becoming increasingly common:
kidney failure.

T AT H Sider T U 0T 3 S X6 © off doit 9 3719 gidll off W81 & fpsit e |
These patients are young, many are the breadwinners of their families, and most do not have
the usual risk factors of chronic kidney disease (CKD), which are diabetes and
hypertension.
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Then why are their kidneys failing?
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Even as researchers continue to examine the drivers of this pattern and nephrologists
struggle to save patients, a paper published last year may perhaps point to one possible
answer: the growing number of patients consuming self-prescribed alternative medicines.
STe RNl 59 U & HRUN B S T IR & AR AHIAIoRe XISl &I TaM B BRI HR I
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While the link has not yet been scientifically established, this is a line of inquiry researchers
now want to pursue.

;Wﬁ?a%%&nﬁ%mﬁmmﬁ@nﬁaﬁg&n% Myl F 39 =N § S B a8
|

It may be noted that certain alternative medicines have been implicated in liver injuries in
India.
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Manisha Sahay, professor and head of the nephrology department at Osmania General
Hospital, and one of the authors of the study, said many patients who report using alternative
medicine had taken these substances without medical guidance.
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“Patients often rely on suggestions from friends or quacks who do not hold any degree in
any recognised system of medicine. In most instances, they do not have a prescription and
consume these products in the form of powders, liquids, leaves or tablets, often supplied in
unnamed bottles.”
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Dr. Sahay further added that even when patients mention alternative medicine use, they
rarely bring samples for analysis, making it difficult to establish a clear link.
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Although 40% of those studied reported past use, the absence of traceable samples meant
the cause and effect relationship cannot yet be established, but the team is pursuing this
line of research.
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The histological analysis in the study revealed that 44% of the patients had global
glomerulosclerosis, which indicates that more than half of the kidney’s filtering units
were scarred and non-functional.
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No traditional risk factors
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e Dr. Sahay said the main finding was that patients with chronic kidney disease who fit the
phenotype for chronic kidney disease of unknown aetiology, as defined in known hotspots
elsewhere, are not uncommon in Telangana.
$1. 951 A Fgl fob T sl Ig o1 foh hi-ich fhe=1t fesitet aTal d TR, Sl ST RN areil
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e “Slow metabolism causes the drug to build up in the body and this can damage internal
organs, including the liver, kidneys and even the brain.

“¢f{T metabolism GaT &1 IR & ST HR T § 3R ST liver, kidneys, 3R T8l d% % brain
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e He added that irrational prescribing by quacks is a known contributor to kidney failure in
peripheral and rural areas.
354 Pal fob Qﬂ?ﬂ@'l'cﬁ gRT irrational prescribing CIRR 3R Tmfior &=t # forseit ot Eﬂef 2l
Teb F1d BRI

¢ “In many places, unqualified practitioners give combinations like dexamethasone and
diclofenac sodium as injections for quick pain relief. These drugs directly damage the
nephrons and can lead to kidney failure,” he said.

‘B3 STal IR ST fafhd dexamethasone 3R diclofenac sodium ST garsff &
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o “Patients must consult only licensed experts and follow prescriptions that clearly mention the
name of the medicine along with the credentials of the practitioner,” said Dr. Sahay
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Answers to previous edition’s quiz:

1. What does mm HG stand for? Ans:
Millimeters of mercury 2. Systolic is the
pressure when the heart
and diastolic is the pressure when the

heart is . Ans: beats or Quiz

contracts and at rest, between beats

3. True or False: Your heart beats about

1,00,000 times a day. Ans: True 4. What Meaning of mm Hg (Millimeters of Mercury)
happens to the arteries when you have
uncontrolled hypertension? Ans: They
narrow and harden 5. Approximately
how many liters of blood does you heart Mercury was historically preferred because it is:
pump? Ans: About five litres 6. What is * Very dense, allowing shorter columns to measure large

the condition low bp known as? Ans: pressures. o _
Hypotension 7. True or False: Veins « Stable and non-reactive, giving accurate and consistent

* mm Hg stands for millimeters of mercury.
* It is a standard unit of pressure.

readings.
carlryr oxygenated blood from the heart to « Easily visible, making measurement simple and reliable.
various parts of the body. Ans: False 8. « When pressure increases, the mercury column rises; when
Easiest way to help lower bp is to remove  pressure decreases, it falls.
or reduce this ingredient from foods? * Thus, pressure could be described directly by the height of
Ans: Salt visual: What is its medical the mercury column. o
- .
gar:e of the dewc;ﬂns. * The unit originates from the experiments of Evangelista <
Ty ORI Torricelli in 1643, who invented the mercury barometer. %
[a W
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Understanding Systolic and Diastolic Pressure

« Systolic pressure is the pressure in the arteries when the heart beats or contracts.

* Diastolic pressure is the pressure in the arteries when the heart is at rest, between beats.
» Example: A blood pressure reading of 120/80 mm Hg means:

* 120 mm Hg = systolic pressure (heart contracting)

* 80 mm Hg = diastolic pressure (heart resting)

1. Systole (Heart Contracts)

* During systole, the left ventricle contracts, pushing blood forcefully into the aorta.
* This creates the highest pressure in the arteries.
» Because of this strong force, systolic pressure is always higher number.

Simple explanation:
* Systole is like pressing a pump—maximum pressure is generated.

2. Diastole (Heart at Rest)

* During diastole, the heart relaxes and refills with blood.
* Arterial pressure drops but does not reach zero because arteries stay partially stretched.
* Hence, diastolic pressure is always lower.

Simple analogy:
* Diastole is the moment when the pump relaxes and prepares for the next push.

Why Both Numbers Matter

« Systolic pressure tells how hard the heart is working during contraction.
+ Diastolic pressure tells how well the arteries relax and how the heart recovers between beats.

* A normal healthy adult has a resting heart rate of about 60—100 beats per minute (bpm).
* Using a typical adult rate of 70 bpm, the daily calculation is:

* Beats per hour = 70 x 60 = 4,200

* Beats per day = 4,200 x 24 = 1,00,800

* Therefore, “about 1 lakh beats per day” is a scientifically accurate approximation.

Normal Heart Rate Ranges

* Adults: 60-100 bpm at rest.

* Athletes: 40-60 bpm at rest (more efficient hearts).

+ Children: Higher heart rates than adults; infants may have 100—160 bpm.

These variations influence the total number of beats per day, but the adult average still comes close
to 1 lakh.

Factors That Change the Number of Heartbeats per Day
* Activity level: Exercise increases heart rate.

+ Sleep: Heart rate falls at night.
* Fitness level: Fitter individuals have lower resting heart rates.
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* Emotions & stress: Can temporarily raise heart rate.
* lliness & fever: Increase heart rate.
» Age: Children have higher overall daily beats.

Why the “1,00,000 Beats per Day” Concept Matters

« It highlights the tremendous, continuous workload of the human heart.
» Over an average lifespan of 70 years, the heart can beat 2.5-3 billion times.

What Happens to the Arteries in Uncontrolled Hypertension?

* Hypertension means persistently high pressure inside the blood vessels (arteries).

* When this high pressure remains uncontrolled, it causes continuous stress on the artery walls.
* Over time, the arteries undergo two major changes:

* They narrow

* They harden

Arterial Narrowing (Lumen Becomes Smaller)

* In healthy arteries, the inner passage (lumen) is wide and smooth, allowing easy blood flow.
+ With uncontrolled hypertension:

* The high pressure damages the endothelium (inner lining).

» Fat, cholesterol, and inflammatory cells begin to accumulate.

 Atherosclerotic plaques develop and protrude into the lumen.

Arterial Hardening (Loss of Elasticity)

* Normally, arteries are elastic: they expand during systole and recoil in diastole.
* Persistent high pressure leads to:

* Thickening of the arterial wall

* Increased deposition of collagen

* Reduction of elastic fibers

» The artery becomes:

« Stiff / hardened

* Less able to expand

* Less able to absorb pressure waves

* This condition is known as arteriosclerosis.

Why Narrowing and Hardening are Dangerous

* Narrowing increases resistance — blood pressure rises further.

* Hardening increases systolic pressure — heart is strained.

» Together, they create a vicious cycle, worsening hypertension.
Approximately How Many Litres of Blood Does the Heart Pump?
» The human body contains about five litres of blood on average.

* This is the total blood volume that the heart continuously circulates through arteries, veins, and
capillaries.

Physiological Importance
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* The heart must continuously pump these five litres to:
» Supply oxygen to tissues

* Remove carbon dioxide

* Transport hormones

* Maintain pH and temperature

* Support immunity

Even slight changes in this circulation can affect organ function, showing why blood volume and
cardiac output are critical for survival.

What Is the Condition of Low Blood Pressure Called?

* Hypotension is the medical term for low blood pressure.

* Blood pressure is measured as systolic / diastolic (e.g., 120/80 mmHg).

* Hypotension is generally considered when BP is below 90/60 mmHg, especially if symptoms
appear.

Why Low Blood Pressure Occurs

* In hypotension, blood pressure inside arteries becomes abnormally low.
* This causes reduced blood flow to vital organs, especially the brain and heart.
* As a result, the body may not receive enough oxygen and nutrients.

Symptoms of Hypotension

* Dizziness or light-headedness

* Blurred vision

» Weakness or fatigue

* Fainting (syncope)

* Cold, clammy skin (in severe cases)

+ Confusion (in cases of extremely low BP)

These happen because organ perfusion is reduced.

Hypotension vs. Hypertension (One-Line Difference)

* Hypotension = Low BP, immediate risk of reduced blood flow to organs.
* Hypertension = High BP, long-term risk of artery damage and organ complications.

True or False: Veins carry oxygenated blood from the heart to various parts of the
body.

* Veins do not carry blood from the heart to the body.
* In the human circulatory system:

* Arteries carry blood away from the heart.

* Veins carry blood toward the heart.

* In systemic circulation, arteries carry oxygenated blood from the left ventricle to all body parts.
* Veins return deoxygenated blood from the body back to the right atrium.

Thus, the statement is False because veins do not carry oxygenated blood to body tissues.
» Usually carry oxygen-rich blood in the systemic circuit.

» Have thick, elastic walls to withstand high pressure.
* Main example: Aorta.
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Veins

* » Usually carry oxygen-poor blood in the systemic circuit.
» Have thin walls, a larger lumen, and valves to prevent backflow.
» Main examples: Superior vena cava, inferior vena cava.

Even though arteries generally carry oxygenated blood and veins carry deoxygenated blood, the
direction of flow is the real defining characteristic.

Pulmonary Circulation

* Pulmonary artery

* Carries deoxygenated blood from right ventricle to lungs.
* Pulmonary veins

 Carry oxygenated blood from lungs to left atrium.

Easiest Way to Help Lower Blood Pressure: Reduce Salt (Sodium)

» The simplest and most effective dietary step to lower blood pressure is reducing salt (sodium)
intake.

+ Salt contains sodium, a mineral that significantly affects fluid balance and blood pressure
regulation.

» Excess sodium causes the body to retain more water, increasing the volume of blood flowing
through arteries.

* Greater blood volume inside the same vessels results in higher blood pressure.

GS Paper I1I: Environment

05_12_2025
TOPICS COVERED

1.

Wildlife body BNHS to release 6 critically endangered vultures in Assam
in 2026

TG HXIT BNHS 2026 # 3rFH A 6 3ifd Hheud RIgl & St

M.P. CM releases 3 cheetahs into the Kuno National Park

Y YR & JErwE! 7 3 dtar o1 gt ST H Bl

3. | A day to pause and come down to earth

FHHI WHIA TR A 3 BT U faq
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Wildlife body BNHS to release 6 critically
endangered vultures in Assam in 2026

Purnima Sah
MUMBAI

The Bombay Natural Histo-
ry Society (BNHS), which
has successfully bred more
than 800 vultures in
its conservation
breeding centres across In-
dia, is now preparing to re-
lease six vultures in As-
sam in January 2026.
BNHS scientists on
Thursday said they are fi-
nalising the dates to re-
lease three male and as
many female slender-billed
and white-rumped vul-
tures, aged between two
and three years, in As-
sam’s Kamrup and Biswa-
nath districts. They were
bred at BNHS Vulture Con-
servation Breeding Centre
in Rani, Kamrup district.
About the selection of
Kamrup and Biswanath
districts as the location to
release the vultures, BNHA
Senior Scientist and Assis-
tant Director Dr. Sachin Ra-
nade explained, “These lo-
cations fall within the
natural range of vultures
where there are already a

Whlte-rumped vulture at BNHS Vulture Conservation Breeding
Centre in Kamrup district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

small flock of them and Bis-
wanath is closer to Kazi-
ranga National Park.”

“The vultures will be
kept there for a minimum
of three months to expe-
rience the surrounding na-
ture and adapt. During this
time, they will observe oth-
er scavengers and become
familiar with the environ-
ment. Since they have
been bred in captivity —
even though the enclo-
sures are large — this will
be their first experience of

true wilderness.”
“Vultures live in
flocks, attain maturity after
the age of five, and can live
up to 50 to 60 years. They
have high immunity and
do not easily catch infec-
tions or diseases,” the
BNHS scientists said. The
founder stock (parents of
these vultures) was collect-
ed from different parts of
Assam. Dr. Ranade said the
slender-billed vulture
is mainly found in As-
sam, whereas white-

rumped vultures are found
across India.

Currently, India is home
to about 20,000 vultures
across nine species, includ-
ing bearded vulture, grif-
fon vulture, and cinereous
vulture.

The endangered species
are the Egyptian vulture
and the Himalayan griffon
vulture, while the critically
endangered species in-
clude the red-headed vul-
ture, white-rumped vul-
ture, long-billed vulture,
and slender-billed
vulture.

The scientists are work-
ing with local communities
to save vultures in their
natural habitats.  The
BNHS team, supported by
the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds (RSPB)
and the Assam Forest De-
partment, has been work-
ing for over 15 years to pre-
pare the ground for the
release.

They are conducting vil-
lage-level meetings and
educating villagers about
vultures and their
importance.

Wildlife body BNHS to release 6 critically endangered vultures in Assam in

2026

Iotd HRIT BNHS 2026 § 3H ¥ 6 3ifa Hheud gl & S

¢ Wildlife body BNHS to release 6 critically endangered vultures in Assam in 2026

Jgeitd TR BNHS 2026 H 318H H 6 3fid Gheuwd Mgl o1 Bleth
o The Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), which has successfully bred more than 800

vultures in its conservation breeding centres across India, is now preparing to release six
vultures in Assam in January 2026.

T AR R} ARITEdt (BNHS), o @ URA H 30+ TRe01 U4 dhal H 800 J 31t
g;gmmwm% 3F SIF9 2026 H 3/ H H o8 gl 3l Bisd &t dUR ax
|

o BNHS scientists on Thursday said they are finalising the dates to release three male and as
many female slender-billed and white-rumped vultures, aged between two and three years, in
Assam’s Kamrup and Biswanath districts.

BNHS 391! 3 TSaR &1 $el b 3 3 & Sy 3R gy foret 7 <1 3 7 o ey
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They were bred at BNHS Vulture Conservation Breeding Centre in Rani, Kamrup district.
DT Yo BNHS TR Hod=H sifST dew, T, HToaey forar 3 gar o1

About the selection of Kamrup and Biswanath districts as the location to release the vultures,
BNHS Senior Scientist and Assistant Director Dr. Sachin Ranade explained, “These
locations fall within the natural range of vultures where there are already a small flock of them
and Biswanath is closer to Kaziranga National Park.”

HTRY 3R faagmy frelf &) firg Bie & RM & T § g7 IR BNHS & IR 371+ 3R
g e SY. ARA IS A o1, 4 W gl & Urefas & § 3 €, Sl g @ T
BIeT g HIYG 8 3R faa1y STefim Igia Sam & sitie Fobe g1

“The vultures will be kept there for a minimum of three months to experience the surrounding
nature and adapt. During this time, they will observe other scavengers and become familiar
with the environment. Since they have been bred in captivity — even though the enclosures
are large — this will be their first experience of true wilderness.”

1G] D1 HH A HH A1 I b dg1 W/ ST difds o STHUR DI Ypid BT SfIHT B Gob

3R 3BT &) T | S GRIM 9 37 GaHTerat 1 37 MR ardrervr I ufkferd g1 | A 3=

%Wﬁ%ﬂ%—@ﬁﬁ@ﬁ—%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%@ﬂmmﬂw
;

“Vultures live in flocks, attain maturity after the age of five, and can live up to 50 to 60 years.
They have high immunity and do not easily catch infections or diseases,” the BNHS scientists
said.

BNHS 9! A &e1, g 1S # ¥5d §, Ui a¥ &1 oy & S1¢ uRUsar U $3d § SR 50 A
60 TY I Sifdd I8 Thd § | ST UfaRe &dT 9gd S1fid gkl § SR 3 ST § TehHur a1
Sl 78t uwsd1”

The founder stock (parents of these vultures) was collected from different parts of Assam.

3 gl & Siues Tg (3fyTad) oad & fafts fewl O ted feu e )

Dr. Ranade said the slender-billed vulture is mainly found in Assam, whereas white-rumped
vultures are found across India.

ST, IATS A el fob Udel-dia ara fig I =0 ¥ 3199 § it ST §, Safd Jtha-Uis ara
s ¥ YRA & urn o1 g
Currently, India is home to about 20,000 vultures across nine species, including bearded
vulture, griffon vulture, and cinereous vulture.
A H YR Y TelIfod! & T 20,000 gt &1 W 7, ford argl aren i, A fing iR
R firg 2 g
The endangered species are the Egyptian vulture and the Himalayan griffon vulture, while
the critically endangered species include the red-headed vulture, white-rumped vulture,
long-billed vulture, and slender-billed vulture.

|
The scientists are working with local communities to save vultures in their natural habitats.
A gt &Y 3% Urpfaes siarl # 59 & e wirig et & 91y & R IR §
The BNHS team, supported by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and

the Assam Forest Department, has been working for over 15 years to prepare the ground
for the release.

ad ARITSE BIR g MR TP 89 (RSPB) 3R W 9+ fUNT & ¥gdi & BNHS &
fse 15 auf 3 gl &1 e 3 o FR & 2

They are conducting village-level meetings and educating villagers about vultures and their
importance.

J TMI-TR B! 56D HIIQ & 3R THIUN Bf g 3R 7 Agd & aR | 9 P B &
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M.P. CM releases 3 cheetahs

into the Kuno National Park

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav on
Thursday released three cheetahs into the wild
from their enclosures at the Kuno National Park
(KNP) in Sheopur district, on International
Cheetah Day. According to officials, Mr. Yadav
released Veera and her two 10-month-old cubs in
the Parond forest region. He said that the pledge
of bringing the big cats back to Asia had picked
up pace. “Sheopur Kuno region has now become
an international-level centre. The tourism here
has gone up five times and the way their
[cheetahs] family is growing, the displaced
people of the region will get new work
opportunities in the coming time,” he said.

M.P. CM releases 3 cheetahs into the
Kuno National Park

Y UG & GOIHAT A 3 dar $1 I
U | BIg

e M.P. CM releases 3 cheetahs into the Kuno National
Park

A YR & GRIHA A 3 el 1 I SAH A Bl |
e Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav on
Thursday released three cheetahs into the wild from
their enclosures at the Kuno National Park (KNP) in
Sheopur district, on International Cheetah Day.

T UG & T Hig- 916d - AR &
AR JId1 S W TNYR forat & P IUP1a I
(KNP) § 5 78t § ofiF1 <ftal &) 51 | BYeTl
¢ According to officials, Mr. Yadav released Veera and
her two 10-month-old cubs in the Parond forest

region.

SFEepTRRET F SR, &t ared = dIRT 3R 3TF &F 10
e & AP 1 URIS a4 &F § SIS

¢ He said that the pledge of bringing the big cats back
to Asia had picked up pace.

3= el o el 7 53 fafeadl & aug am &1
Gohed ofd doll Uhe T ¢

¢ “Sheopur Kuno region has now become an
international-level centre. The tourism here has gone
up five times and the way their [cheetahs] family is
growing the displaced people of the region will get

new work opportunities in the comlng time,” he said.

TR &7 (e T 3

TR BT Hg 51 791 ¢ | g1 Wi uid 1 §¢ T

I HEl
2 3R R aRE 1] [Fidl 31) URAR 55 T 2, M1 18 G § 8 & faeifid il &) g
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A day to pause and come down to earth

very year on December 5, the world

pauses to acknowledge one of the most

overlooked foundations of human
civilisation: soil. World Soil Day, established by
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of
the United Nations, is more than an
environmental observance. It is a reminder of the
silent and living resource that sustains life. For
2025, the theme, “Healthy Soils for Healthy
Cities”, shifts the focus from the rural farmland to
the concrete jungle, highlighting a critical truth —
the ground beneath our cities is not mere dirt,
but a dynamic ally in building a resilient urban
future.

With over 56% of the global population now
living in cities, urban environments are
confronting unprecedented challenges, from food
insecurity and pollution to devastating flooding
and extreme heat. At the heart of the solution to
these issues lies an often-forgotten ally: urban
soil.

An unsung hero

‘When we think of soil, we picture farms. But our
urban soils are silent, unsung heroes. They are
living filters, natural sponges and carbon sinks
that exist right beneath our parks, street trees
and community gardens. Their health is directly
linked to the resilience and well-being of our
urban populations. A teaspoon of healthy soil
contains more organisms than there are people
on earth, and this vibrant ecosystem performs
extraordinary services. These include: first,
combating climate change and extreme heat —
urban areas often become “heat islands”, several
degrees warmer than their surroundings. Healthy
soils, especially when covered with vegetation,
absorb heat, sequester atmospheric carbon, and
act as natural air conditioners in parks,
community gardens, and green medians.

A.N.
Ganeshamurthy

is Emeritus Scientist,
Indian Institute of
Horticultural
Research (IIHR),
Bengaluru, former
Dean, College of
Agriculture, Central
Agricultural
University, Imphal,
Manipur, and former
Head, Department of
Soil Science,
ICAR-IIHR, Bengaluru

World Soil Day
is a reminder of
the need to look
after a
life-sustaining
and silent
resource — soil

Second, preventing floods and managing water
— as climate change intensifies rainfall, cities
paved with concrete surfacing face frequent
flooding. Healthy soil is a city’s first line of
defence, acting like a sponge to absorb rainfall,
filter it, and replenish groundwater supplies,
unlike impermeable surfaces.

Third, supporting urban food systems and
biodiversity — the rise of urban agriculture, from
rooftop farms to backyard plots, relies entirely on
fertile soil, shortening food chains and enhancing
local resilience. These soil-based habitats also
support a web of life, from earthworms and
microbes to pollinators, which are essential for
decomposition and plant growth.

Fourth, enhancing mental and physical
well-being — contact with nature, or “Vitamin N,”
in urban green spaces has been proven to reduce
stress, anxiety, and depression. Gardening and
time spent in green, soil-rich environments
encourage physical activity and improve mental
health. Despite its immense value, urban soil is
among the most degraded natural resources. The
FAO notes that nearly a third of the world’s soils
are degraded, a problem magnified in cities.
Urban soils face contamination from industrial
waste, severe compaction from construction, loss
of organic matter, and “sealing” by concrete and
asphalt, which suffocates soil life. These
pressures weaken plant growth, threaten food
safety, and cripple the very ecosystems that make
cities livable, making the theme of 2025 an urgent
call to action.

A blueprint for action

The “Healthy Soils for Healthy Cities” campaign is
a blueprint for transforming our urban
landscapes. It calls on municipal governments,
planners, community groups, and every resident
to become stewards of the ground beneath them.

A day to pause and come down to earth

THDHI WHIA TR Al 3 &1 T faT

World Soil Day
fay 7er feaw

e Every year on December 5, the world pauses to acknowledge one of the most overlooked

foundations of human civilization: soil.

Key actions include first, urban soil restoration
and protection. Cities must prioritise
rehabilitating degraded land through compost
addition, soil testing and organic amendments.
Limiting further soil sealing from new
construction is equally critical to protect this
non-renewable resource.

Second, promoting green infrastructure. We
must replace concrete with soil-based solutions
wherever possible. Soils under parks, rain
gardens, and tree belts are not just aesthetic; they
are vital infrastructure that reduces flooding and
heat stress.

Third, championing urban agriculture.
Community and backyard gardens are powerful
tools for improving soil health while providing
fresh food, recreation and social bonding. The
theme encourages everyone to plant, even in
containers on a balcony.

Fourth, embracing responsible soil
management. This involves adopting eco-friendly
practices such as reducing chemical fertilizers,
minimising pesticide use, planting native species,
and protecting topsoil with mulching.

Fifth, boosting soil literacy and composting.
Schools are encouraged to host hands-on soil
tests and workshops. Meanwhile, every
household can contribute to this by composting
kitchen waste, and turning organic residues into
nutrient-rich food for urban soil.

The basis of healthy cities

On December 5 this year, the message is clear.
The foundation of a resilient city is not just steel
and concrete. It is living, breathing soil. By caring
for the ground beneath our feet, we directly
safeguard our cities, our health, and our shared
future. Healthy cities depend on healthy soils,
and healthy soils depend on informed, engaged
communities.

BRI 5 faiaR &1 oy AFT Tl &1 o IUTd -Hial § I Td: JaT B WIHR d & g

Sl

¢ World Soil Day, established by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United
Nations, is more than an environmental observance.

fay 7a1 feaw, Wgad Y F FAO SRT RIIUd, Had T Uaiaruid faad 7! ¢
e |tis a reminder of the silent and living resource that sustains life.
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e For 2025, the theme, “Healthy Soils for Healthy Cities”, shifts the focus from the rural

farmland to the concrete jungle, highlighting a critical truth — the ground beneath our cities is

not mere dirt, but a dynamic ally in building a resilient urban future.
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e With over 56% of the global population now living in cities, urban environments are
confronting unprecedented challenges, from food insecurity and pollution to devastating
flooding and extreme heat.

ST B 56% STHE®IT BRI H Ig1 P HRUT W 3RRET, TSHUT, &g 3R Srafdiep TH St
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e Atthe heart of the solution to these issues lies an often-forgotten ally: urban soil.
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An unsung hero
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When we think of soil, we picture farms.
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But our urban soils are silent, unsung heroes.

AferT 2redt gt v AF, ST A B

They are living filters, natural sponges and carbon sinks that exist right beneath our parks,

street trees and community gardens.
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Their health is directly linked to the resilience and well-being of our urban populations.
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A teaspoon of healthy soil contains more organisms than the number of people on earth,

and this vibrant ecosystem performs extraordinary services.
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These include: first, combating climate change and extreme heat — urban areas often

become “heat islands”, several degrees warmer than their surroundings.
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Healthy soils, especially when covered with vegetation, absorb heat, sequester atmospheric

carbon, and act as natural air conditioners in parks, community gardens, and green medians.
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Second, preventing floods and managing water — as climate change intensifies rainfall,

cities paved with concrete surfacing face frequent flooding.
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Healthy soil is a city’s first line of defence, acting like a sponge to absorb rainfall, filter it, and

replenish groundwater supplies, unlike impermeable surfaces.
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Third, supporting urban food systems and biodiversity — the rise of urban agriculture, from

rooftop farms to backyard plots, relies entirely on fertile soil, shortening food chains and

enhancing resilience.
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These soil-based habitats also support a web of life, from earthworms and microbes to

pollinators, essential for decomposition and plant growth.
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Fourth, enhancing mental and physical well-being — contact with nature, or “Vitamin N”, in

urban green spaces has been proven to reduce stress, anxiety, and depression.
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Gardening and time spent in green, soil-rich environments encourage physical activity and

improve mental health.
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Despite its immense value, urban soil is among the most degraded natural resources.
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The FAO notes that nearly a third of the world’s soils are degraded, a problem magnified

in cities.
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I

Urban soils face contamination from industrial waste, severe compaction from construction,

loss of organic matter, and “sealing” by concrete and asphalt, which suffocates soil life.

Page58

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

et gt sienfires way, FAufor & s que gara, Sifaw uerd &) st ok dwie grT Ha
B T efforra SR 81

o These pressures weaken plant growth, threaten food safety, and cripple the very ecosystems
that make cities livable, making the theme of 2025 an urgent call to action.
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A blueprint for action
o v @t

o The “Healthy Soils for Healthy Cities” campaign is a blueprint for transforming our urban
landscapes.
“TRIFT WeR| & T WS Yer g guR W8l uRexd & 9ea & e Th Tl 5|

e |t calls on municipal governments, planners, community groups, and every resident to
become stewards of the ground beneath them.
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e Key actions include first, urban soil restoration and protection.
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o Cities must prioritise rehabilitating degraded land through compost addition, soil testing
and organic amendments.
TR DI HURE, T U&0T, 3R AfAP TN & A1eqd I &feoma Yy & gAarg &t
T o ATl

e Limiting further soil sealing from new construction is equally critical to protect this non-
renewable resource.
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e Second, promoting green infrastructure.
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o We must replace concrete with soil-based solutions wherever possible.
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e Soils under parks, rain gardens, and tree belts are not just aesthetic; they are vital
infrastructure that reduces flooding and heat stress.
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e Third, championing urban agriculture.
ey, =gt Y B Sgrar &

o Community and backyard gardens are powerful tools for improving soil health while providing
fresh food, recreation and social bonding.
eI 3R Azare & T gt W URA & 1Y arat Wi, TR 3R Qe
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e The theme encourages everyone to plant, even in containers on a balcony.
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e Fourth, embracing responsible soil management.
Tt AR geT yaHm & U=

e This involves adopting eco-friendly practices such as reducing chemical fertilizers,
mlnlmlsmg pesticide use, planting native species, and protecting topsoil with mulching.
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. Flfth boostmg soil literacy and composting.
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e Schools are encouraged to host hands-on soil tests and workshops.
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o Meanwhile, every household can contribute to this by composting kitchen waste, and
turning organic residues into nutrient-rich food for urban soil.
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The basis of healthy cities
W el ot Aiq
e On Decembgr 5 this year, the message is clear.
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e The foundation of a resilient C|ty is notjust steel and concrete.
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o ltis living, breathlng soil.
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e By caring for the ground beneath our feet, we directly safeguard our cities, our health, and our
shared future.
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e Healthy cities depend on healthy soils, and healthy soils depend on informed, engaged
communities.
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PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Taking to the skies

[ N
The Indian Navy’s MiG-29 multirole fighter aircraft takes off from the INS Vikrant aircraft carrier during a Navy Day operational demonstration off the coast of Shangumugham
beach in Thir hap NIRMAL H

The Indian Navy’s MiG-29 multirole fighter aircraft takes o+ from the INS Vikrant aircraft
carrier during a Navy Day operational demonstration o the coastof Shangumugham
beach in Thiruvananthapuram. NIRMAL HARINDRAN
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